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• HERITAGE SELL-OFF ‘COULD PUT QUEEN IN PERIL’ 



■ SECURITY ALERT: The sale of former government landmarks such as the Admiralty Arch have prompted questions in the House of Lords. 

Plans for hotels in 
historic buildings 
spark terror fears 
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PLANS to turn Govern¬ 
ment buildings in White¬ 
hall into luxury hotels are 
putting The Queen at “a 
massive risk” to a terrorist 
sniper, members of the 
House of Lords have 
warned. 

Peers fear a terrorist could 
book a room overlooking the 
route taken by The Queen on 
State parades and attempt to as¬ 
sassinate the monarch or other 
members of the Royal Family. 

Their fears have been height¬ 
ened because the Government 
has not insisted on security 
checks on staff at the new ho¬ 
tels. 

Lord Reid, the former Home 
Secretary John Reid, told the 
House of Lords that the sale of 
two government buildings will 
compromise national security 
and put the Queen in danger. 

Admiralty Arch and the Old 


By LWN reporter 

GEOFF BAKER 


War Office, in the heart of 
Whitehall, have been sold to 
private developers for almost 
£200 million. Developers plan 
to convert the buildings - which 
overlook the route of State pro¬ 
cessions between Buckingham 
Palace and the Palace of West¬ 
minster - into luxury hotels. 
The Government has defended 
the sale on the grounds of need¬ 
ing the cash to bring down the 
national deficit. 

But ministers have come 
under heavy criticism from 
Lords opposing the sale on the 
grounds of The Queen’s safety. 
In a debate earlier this month, 
peers called on Cabinet Office 
Secretary Lord Bridges to urge 
the Government to drop the plan 
for the new hotels. 

Lord Reid said: “National se¬ 


curity is a matter for the Gov¬ 
ernment, not for new private 
owners. As to the reduction of 
the deficit, while obviously we 
want to do that, if the cost of re¬ 
ducing the deficit by a couple of 
hundred million pounds is to put 
our national security - not to 
mention the monarch - at risk, 
it is not a price worth paying.” 

Former Shadow Defence 
Minister Lord Foulkes called 
for the plan for new hotels to be 
re-examined by the security 
forces as The Queen could be 
endangered on Remembrance 
Day and at the State Opening of 
Parliament. 

He said: “This is privatisation 
gone mad. Does the noble Lord 
really think that selling off the 
Old War Office building, just up 
the road from the Cenotaph, to 
a private foreign company for 
use as a hotel and private apart¬ 
ments will not cause major se- 
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COMMISSION WILL FREE UP URGENTLY NEEDED DEVELOPMENT SITES 


London homes in on new housing land 


MAYOR of London Boris Johnson and Housing 
Minister Brandon Lewis have officially launched 
the London Land Commission, marking the first 
ever co-ordinated effort between City Hall, gov¬ 
ernment and boroughs to free up surplus public 
land in London to build the homes that the city so 
desperately needs. 

At the commission’s first meeting, held at City 
Hall, it was announced that real estate research 
firm Savills has been appointed to compile the pre¬ 
liminary stages of a so-called ‘Domesday Book’ of 
all brownfield public land in London, to be com¬ 
pleted by the end of 2015. Once collected, City 
Hall will use the data to map the spread of sites 
across the city. It is thought to be the first time such 
a comprehensive set of data has ever been col¬ 
lected for London. 

The commission’s launch on July 13 followed a 
series of announcements from Chancellor George 
Osborne on major planning reforms designed to 
speed up development of brownfield land in Lon¬ 
don and increase capacity to build more homes in 
the areas they are most needed. 

The commission will build on work already 
started by the Mayor in disposing of his own land 
holdings for development. At present 98 per cent 
of all land previously in his ownership has been re¬ 
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leased, within touch¬ 
ing distance of the 100 
per cent target for the 
end of his term in 
2016. 

The commission, 
announced by the 
Mayor and Chancellor 
George Osborne in 
February as part of the 
long-term economic 
plan for London, will 
work across layers of 
government and pub¬ 
lic bodies to develop 
strategies for unlock¬ 
ing public land for de¬ 
velopment. The 
commission will iden¬ 
tify priority areas for 
future growth and co¬ 
ordinate efforts to fast- 
track the process, 
whilst ensuring a good 
return for the taxpayer and better regeneration sites 
across London. The inaugural meeting was at¬ 
tended by London Councils, NHS England, Trans¬ 
port for London and Network Rail, with 


participation at the highest levels from other bod¬ 
ies such as the Department of Health. 

Boris Johnson said: “The London Land Com¬ 
mission will build on the great efforts we’ve al¬ 
ready made at City Hall to ensure brownfield 
land that has laid empty for years is put to pro¬ 
ductive use in providing much-needed housing 
for Londoners. In a city like ours, with its bur¬ 
geoning population, it is simply madness not to 
act as quickly as we can to unlock more of these 
kinds of sites. The commission’s work will be 
vital in co-ordinating the efforts of a whole raft 
of public bodies to achieve this important goal, 
helping to cut through the red tape that has kept 
valuable land tied up for too long.” 

Brandon Lewis said: “As a global city, with 
excellent opportunities and links to the rest of the 
world, there is clear demand to release land and 
provide more homes for Londoners. The London 
Land Commission will bring a joined-up ap¬ 
proach to land release in the capital - regenerat¬ 
ing brownfield land and providing more homes, 
whilst continuing to protect the green belt around 
our capital.” 

London Councils’ executive member for hous¬ 
ing and Mayor of Lewisham Sir Steve Bullock 
said: “It is vital is that our overall strategy to 


tackle the housing crisis delivers an increase in 
affordable homes for ordinary Londoners. The 
efficient use of vacant land, whether owned by 
the Mayor, Transport for London, boroughs, the 
NHS or private sector developers, is a key part 
of the solution.” 

Land already released by the Mayor includes 
east London’s Royal Docks, the Beam Park site 
in Rainham, and the former Cane Hill hospital 
site in Croydon. Unlocking unused public land 
for development is vitally important in achieving 
the Mayor’s aim of building half a million homes 
for Londoners over the next decade, including 
100,000 affordable homes over his two terms. 

The Mayor has designated 15 housing zones 
with a combined total funding of £466.23 million 
across London to help achieve this aim, working 
with boroughs to fast-track development ap¬ 
provals and transport improvements in areas 
where this may not otherwise have occurred. 20 
housing zones are expected to be designated by 
the end of 2015, with 50,000 new homes to be 
created as a result. In May 2015 the first alloca¬ 
tions of the Mayor’s £200 million housing bank 
were announced, which will provide low-cost 
loans to enable homes to be brought forward on 
a speedy timeline. 
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Fears hotel 
plans will be 
security risk 

FROM PAGE 1 

curity risks? Of course it will. There 
will be Remembrance Day services 
and the Queen coming to open Par¬ 
liament; it is extremely dangerous. 
Surely he must think again.” 

Lord Hamilton, a former Minister 
of Defence, asked if the Government 
had also investigated a potential 
“massive security risk” from the 
Royal Horseguards Hotel, which is 
just round the comer from the Old 
War Office. 

Lord Wallace, who raised the ho¬ 
tels security fear, called on the Gov¬ 
ernment to consider vetting not only 
staff but hotel guests during times of 
State processions like The Queen’s 
Birthday Parade and warned of learn¬ 
ing the lessons of past terrorist activ¬ 
ity in Whitehall. 

He asked Lord Bridges: “Does the 
noble Lord recall that when President 
Bush made a state visit to London, 
the entire Whitehall area was cor¬ 
doned off, including to Members of 
Parliament? Does he also recall that 
the IRA, from within the area of 
Whitehall, managed to mortar No. 
10 ? 

“Further, he will remember that 
the bombing of the Brighton hotel, 
which affected Mrs Thatcher and oth¬ 
ers, involved a bomb was placed in 
the hotel some time in advance of the 
incident? Do the security services in¬ 
tend to vet positively all the staff of 
these hotels; has that been agreed? 
Will the hotels be closed to all visi¬ 





I SECURITY CONCERN: The Old War Office in Whitehall. 


tors during state visits or will the vis¬ 
itors be vetted as well?” 

Speaking for the Government, 
Lord Bridges said he was satisfied 
with security arrangements but he ad¬ 
mitted that there were no rules that 
hotel staff should be security vetted. 

“I have looked into the clauses of 
the leases for both the Old War Office 
and Admiralty Arch and I am satis¬ 
fied that they allow for appropriate 
access for both security and ceremo¬ 
nial purposes,” he said. “The hotels 
will employ their own staff, and 
while the Government have not in¬ 
sisted on security clearances for each 


member of staff, it is obviously in the 
hoteliers’ interests to take their secu¬ 
rity checks on their staff into consid¬ 
eration. Furthermore, I should point 
out that both the Metropolitan Police 
and the security services are very in¬ 
volved, as always, in ceremonial pro¬ 
cessions and major events, and will 
continue to be so to make sure that 
security is upheld.” 

However, Lord Bridges agreed 
with a call from Lord Hunt that secu¬ 
rity plans for the new hotels and the 
potential risk could now be referred 
to the Security Joint Select Commit¬ 
tee for a new investigation. 



■ HISTORY LESSON: the Lords 
were reminded of the Brighton 
hotel bomb attack on the Tories. 
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Delfino Madrigal Keyte has worked in Schott 
music in Great Marlborough Street for just a 
few months but is already enamoured by the 
area and is looking forward to spending 
many years exploring the delights Soho has 
to offer. A musician, Delfino plays guitar and 
enjoys music ranging from Radiohead to 
Messiaen. He's hoping to become more 
active in the London music scene and maybe 
some day work as a composer for film and 
television. 

The music scene 

Soho is great for music with great venues and 
some of the best music shops and record stores 
in the country. 

The night life 

The night life is top notch with some of the 
quirkiest bars and clubs around. 

The locality 

Working here is ideal as it is so easy to get to 
and there are so many good places to get a 
quick lunch during your break. 

Eating out 

There is no shortage of great cafes and 
restaurants that deliver their own spin on things 
such as the bubbly iced tea they do at 
Bubbleology. 

The diversity 

There is so much to see and do here and there 
are always new surprises round every corner. 


Gallipoli VC hero’s story is 
etched in stone for all time 


A MEMORIAL commemorating 
Leonard Keysor, a Westminster 
First World War hero who was 
awarded the Victoria Cross, took 
place on July 7th at Victoria Em¬ 
bankment. 

Lance Corporal (later Lieu¬ 
tenant) Leonard Keysor of the 
1 st Battalion, the Australian Im¬ 
perial Force, was honoured with 
a commemorative paving stone 
as part of a scheme to remember 
recipients of the VC. 

The service was attended by 
Westminster City Council’s 
Armed Forces Champion Cllr 
Rachael Robathan and the Lord 
Mayor of Westminster Cllr 
Christabel Flight, who unveiled 
the paving stone alongside past, 
present and future representa¬ 
tives from the Royal British Le¬ 
gion, HQ London District, and 
Army Cadets. 

Mr Keysor was awarded a 
Victoria Cross for his actions on 
the 7th August, 1915, at Gal¬ 
lipoli, for “most conspicuous 
bravery and devotion to duty at 
Lone Pine trenches in Gallipoli 
Peninsula”. 

He picked up two live bombs 
and threw them back at the 
enemy at great risk to his own 
life, and continued throwing 
bombs, although himself 
wounded, thereby saving a por¬ 
tion of the trench which it was 
most important to hold. 

Guests were joined at the cer- 





■ LEST WE FORGET: Leonard 
Keysor's memorial stone. 


emony by a class from Westmin¬ 
ster Cathedral Catholic Primary 
school as two pupils read epi¬ 
taphs having learnt about Mr 
Keysor as part of the Community 
Covenant Grant Scheme. 

The Lord Mayor of Westmin¬ 
ster, Cllr Christobel Flight, said: 
“In Westminster we have built 
this memorial for residents and 
visitors to observe and remember 
our local heroes. By 2018, the 
paving stones here will be re¬ 
placed with an engraved stone 
representing each of the local 
Victoria Cross recipients from 
the First World War.” 

The Victoria Cross is the high¬ 
est and most prestigious honour 
bestowed on any serviceman 
who has shown exceptional 
courage in the face of the enemy. 
Mr Keysor is the third of ten 
Westminster residents who re¬ 
ceived the Victoria Cross during 
the 1914-18 conflict. 
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‘Join us’ call after 
market makeover 


• By GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


FOLLOWING a £l.lm 
makeover, pitches are now 
available at one of Lon¬ 
don’s oldest and most 
loved markets, Berwick 
Street Market in Soho. 

Westminster City Council is 
looking for high-quality and 
unique first-time traders to apply 
to run a market stall, from one to 
six days a week, for as little as 
£10.61 a day. 

Cllr Daniel Astaire, Cabinet 
Member for Housing, Regenera¬ 
tion, Business and Economic De¬ 
velopment, said: “Running a 
market stall can be one of the 
best ways for entrepreneurs to 
road test their business ideas, 
without risking huge overheads. 
Pizza Pilgrims is just one exam¬ 
ple. 

“What is now a hugely suc¬ 
cessful chain of restaurants 
started out as two brothers selling 
pizzas from a stall on Berwick 
Street Market. 

“This is an exciting and afford¬ 
able way for fledgling start-ups 
and first-time entrepreneurs to 



■ OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS: Soho's Berwick Street Market. 


launch their new business, in the 
heart of London.” 

Berwick Street Market began 
its life in the 1770s when shop¬ 
keepers displayed their wares on 
the pavements. It quickly earned 
its reputation as one of the most 
vibrant and diverse markets in 
London, and was the first place 
to sell tomatoes in 1880, and 
grapefruit in 1890. The market 
continues to live up to its reputa¬ 
tion, with seasonal fresh produce, 
street food, gifts, crafts, fashion 


and more from Monday to Satur¬ 
day. 

“Thanks to the new lighting, 
surfaces and facilities that have 
been installed as part of our re¬ 
generation programme, Berwick 
Street Market has truly been 
transformed into Soho’s local 
high street,” added Cllr Astaire. 

New traders are encouraged to 
apply by August 10. Priority will 
be given to Westminster residents 
and applicants offering some¬ 
thing unique to the market. 
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Nothing wrong making 
strike rules democratic 


W E keep being told one of 
the biggest threats to the 
economy is poor produc¬ 
tivity. 

Finding the exact cause of the so-called 
‘productivity puzzle’ is as tricky as navi¬ 
gating London’s sewers without a torch. 

However, it appears there’s one thing 
that puts a serious dent in productivity 
that we could sort out immediately - and 
that’s strikes. 

According to new numbers from the Of¬ 
fice of National Statistics the number of 
working days lost to strikes has jumped 
by 77 per cent in a year! In 2014, 788,000 
working days were lost as a result of 
labour disputes up from 444,000 in 2013. 

This is higher than the average for the 
1990s and 2000s, but, as 
you’d expect lower than 
the 1980s when industrial 
action was more common. 

That said, it’s still far 
too common for my liking, 
and the liking of the 
British economy, and 
that’s why I can’t see any¬ 
thing even slightly wrong 
with at least 50 per cent of 
union members involved 
in a dispute having to cast 
their vote in order for a 
strike vote to be valid. 

Anything else is the tyranny of the 
union bosses, whose loyal foot soldiers 
will back them to the hilt, forcing the per¬ 
haps 80 per cent who did not vote into a 
strike, or face being labelled a scab. 

And it’s this cynical calculation that for 
decades has allowed union bosses to re¬ 
tain power over the increasing numbers 
of their members who do not vote for 
strikes. And that’s why it must be 
stopped. 

If there is genuine desire amongst a 
membership to take industrial action it 
cannot be too much to ask that every sec¬ 
ond person bothers to cast a vote to 


strike. Any argument from the unions 
that the silent majority are silent be¬ 
cause they agree, and see no need to vote, 
falls because clearly under the new rules 
they will revert to marking a ballot paper 
with their previously privately held de¬ 
sire to strike. 

And to those who continue to argue 
that the Government was elected with 
36.9 per cent of the vote (from an impres¬ 
sive 66.1 per cent turnout), perhaps you 
could ask a bookie about the difference 
between a two horse race and one with a 
large field? Or learn to divide by a num¬ 
ber larger than two and see what hap¬ 
pens! 

And if people still want to argue with 
statistics, try this one. Len McCluskey 
was ‘elected’ General Secretary of the 
Unite union with 64.5 per¬ 
cent of the votes cast, in 
what was a two horse race 
with Jerry Hicks who re¬ 
ceived 35.5 percent, on a 
turnout of 15.2 per cent of 
those eligible to vote. 

So Mr McCluskey was 
elected by 9.8 per cent of 
the almost 1.5 million mem¬ 
bers of his union, meaning 
more than 1.3 million mem¬ 
bers didn’t give him their 
vote. 

It would seem to me that 
the real reason the unions don’t want this 
new democratic approach applied to in¬ 
dustrial disputes is because it threatens 
to undermine the authority of their lead¬ 
ers, and bring focus onto their highly 
questionable mandates. 

This is not, as last week’s BBC head¬ 
line reads, An Attack On Workers’ 
Rights, it is the opposite. 

If you feel strongly about something 
you can vote to strike. If you don’t want 
to, don’t vote and you can’t be forced to 
face the ire and abuse of the militant few, 
who would rob you of your democratic 
rights. What’s wrong with that? 


5 You can't 
be forced to 
face the ire 
and abuse of 
the militant 
few 9 


Views expressed are those of the author and not necessarily those of this newspaper 
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ICONIC MUSIC VENUE FACES UNCERTAIN FUTURE 


Noisy diners may shut club 
that launched rock legends 


• By LWN reporter GEOFF BAKER 
geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

WEST London’s most 
iconic music venue, a 
favourite club of everyone 
from the Rolling Stones 
and Ed Sheer an to Adele 
and Prince Harry, is facing 
closure because the local 
council is supporting noise 
complaints from just 
FOUR people. 

But the complaints are not 
even about the music - but are 
about patrons chattering too 
loudly. 

The world-famous Trouba¬ 
dour - a Mecca for thousands of 
music fans as the London birth¬ 
place of Jimi Hendrix, Bob 
Dylan, Paul Simon and Joni 
Mitchell - is up for sale as the 
owners are struggling to make 
ends meet because of lost rev¬ 
enue due to a noise abatement 
order from Kensington and 
Chelsea Borough Council. 

If new owners are found, there 
is no guarantee that the tiny, 120- 
capacity cellar club on Old 
Brompton Road will continue as 
a venue for live music. 

But if the council lifted the 
anti-noise order the basement 
club - which is widely consid¬ 
ered to be as historically impor¬ 
tant to West London as The 
Cavern is to Liverpool as the 
launch-pad of The Beatles - 
could continue. 

The owners, Simon and Susie 
Thornhill, have put the club up 
for sale because of cash-flow 
problems caused by the council 
order forcing the garden dining 
area to close by 9pm. The coun¬ 
cil^ order came after complaints 
from nearby residents about din¬ 
ers talking loudly in the garden. 

“Obviously people don’t want 
to go out for dinner and have to 
finish their meal by nine o’¬ 
clock,” said Mrs Thornhill. “Be¬ 
cause the council order means 
we have to close the garden at 
nine, we have lost money, which 
represents a big chunk of our 
cash flow.” 

Mrs Thornhill said the com¬ 
plaints over chatter in the garden 
had come from only four resi¬ 
dents. 

“What I can’t fathom is why 
the council is supporting the 
complaints of just four residents 
up against the widespread popu¬ 
larity of The Troubadour. This is 
one of only three major live ven¬ 
ues left in Kensington and 
Chelsea,” she said. 

But now the council is facing 
a wave of complaints from rock 
stars, music fans and the Music 
Venue Trust, calling on council¬ 
lors to cancel the noise abate¬ 
ment order and save the club, 
which is steeped in music his¬ 
tory. 

The Troubadour now boasts a 



■ ROYAL APPOINTMENT: 
Prince Harry was a regular. 

restaurant, bar, wine shop, deli¬ 
catessen beside the hugely-pop- 
ular music venue, but it is also 
one of the last remaining 1950s 
coffee houses in London. 

Since it opened in 1954, it has 
long been a launch venue for the 
careers of many of the world’s 
biggest music stars and is a land¬ 
mark of London’s musical her¬ 
itage. 

Bob Dylan performed one of 
his first gigs in London there in 
1962, when he played under the 
name of Blind Boy Grunt. Paul 
Simon played there in 1965 and 
it was a favourite venue of Jimi 
Hendrix when he lived in Lon¬ 
don in the Sixties. 

Charlie Watts was discovered 
drumming at the club in 1961 by 
the legendary Alexis Korner, 
who recruited him to his band 
Blues Incorporated and then in¬ 
troduced him to Brian Jones, 
Mick Jagger, Keith Richards and 
Bill Wyman to form The Rolling 
Stones. Two years ago fellow 
Stones Ron Wood and Mick Tay¬ 
lor chose the venue for a secret 
gig for friends. 

Kensington resident and gui¬ 
tar god Jimmy Page played The 
Troubadour with Robert Plant in 
1975 at after-show jams follow¬ 
ing Led Zeppelin’s gigs at the 
Earls Court and Elton John 
chose the club for a show to pro¬ 
mote the launch of his album 



■ PROTEST SONGS: Ronnie 
Wood at the Troubadour. 


Goodbye Yellow Brick Road. 

The club has also been a home 
to Joni Mitchell, folk legends 
Sandy Denny, Linda Thompson, 
Martin Carthy, Davey Graham 
and Bert Jansch and many jazz 
stars including Lionel Grigson, 
Spike Wells and Daryl 
Runs wick. 

More recently, Morrissey 
played at The Troubadour in 
2012 and it was a launch venue 
for the two biggest stars of the 
modem music scene, Ed Sheeran 
and Adele. The club is also a 
popular nightspot for Prince 
Harry. And before he was mar¬ 
ried Prince William also regu¬ 
larly visited the club to see his 
friends’ bands play. 

“The Troubadour is far too 
important a venue to have to 
close,” said Mrs Thornhill. 

“We also hold art exhibitions 
and poetry workshops here and a 
song academy for youngsters 
aged eight to 16. It’s still a venue 
for the future stars of tomorrow. 

“If the council was to respond 
positively and remove the noise 
abatement order it could change 
things and would give us a bit of 
a breather and help our cash 
flow. But if the sale does go 
through we’re hoping that it 
would bring investment for the 
club to survive, as it deserves to 
live on.” 

But a new owner could close 
the club and turn it into another 
of the many estate agents’ offices 
that have opened in the area in 
recent years. 

“We have also suffered loss of 
business from the knock-on ef¬ 
fect of Earls Court shutting,” 
said Mrs Thornhill. “It’s extraor¬ 
dinary that the council said that 
wouldn’t have any effect on 
local night time businesses. It 
has had a big effect and now 
we’ve got all of these estate 
agents moving in. We need a vi¬ 
brant area here for restaurants 
and local businesses. If we have 
more estate agents it’s all going 
to disappear.” 

The council revealed that all 
the complaints about noise from 
The Troubadour garden came 
from just one resident, protesting 
on 15 occasions on behalf of 
other neighbours. 

A council spokesman said: 
“Those complaints did not relate 
in any way to music from the 
basement venue but to noise 
from the garden. Environmental 
health officers visited on a num¬ 
ber of occasions and witnessed 
the nuisance for themselves. 
Loud voices could be heard in 
neighbouring properties through 
the evening and into the night. 

“We met with the owners and 
their representatives who volun¬ 
tarily offered to close the garden 
from 10pm. The council consid¬ 
ered that 9pm would be a more 
reasonable time but offered to re¬ 
view this at a later date. The 
owners have not taken up that 
offer.” 



■ ROCK FAVOURITES: Jimmy Page at the 
Troubadour with owner Susie Thornhill. 


THE GRIMING LOUNGE 


Perfection Matters 

/ Luxury men's hair stylist 
y Traditional hot towel shave 
/ Beard trimming with scissors or clippers 
/ Deep head massage 

/ Special rates for children and senior citizens 

0203 417 5690 

101 Dawes Road, Fulham SW6 7DU 
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J J Chelsea Veterinary Clinic 

Waggin’ Tails Chelsea Veterinary Clinic and Surgery provides 
everything you need for your much loved pet; premium 
veterinary services, professional grooming, quality food, 
treats, toys, beds, apparel and all you might need to pamper 
your loved ones. Since holidays are approaching and many of 
you might need to leave your 4 legged best friends in 
boarding facilities, we would like to welcome you with a 
Full Health Screen for just £45 + Free Kennel Cough 
Vaccination so your pooch is ready for holidays. 

Waggin’ Tails Chelsea Veterinary Clinic 

020 7352 3324 

364/366 Fulham Road, Chelsea, London SW10 9UU 
Mon-Fri from 9:30 to 6:30 
Email waggintailsvets@gmail.com 

Waggin’ Tails Boutique and Spa 

020 7823 3111 

Mon-Sat from 9:30 to 6:30, Sundays 12:00 to 6:00 

www.wagqintails.co.uk 

Parking: Chelsea Football Ground and Fulham Broadway Parking 



Bloomsbury 


■ i-i 

mi 




Specialist Solicitors 

Call Us For A Free Consultation 


IN TIIE FOLLOWING AREAS: 


Litigation 

Conveyancing 


Immigration 


Criminal Defences 


Employment Law Medical Negligence 

Family Law Personal Injury 

17 Manchester Street 
Mayfair 

London WiU 4DJ 

Tel: 0207 998 7777 
www.hloomshury-law.com 


Intellectual Property Property Litigation 

Tax Advice & Planning 


Wills. Probate & Trusts 
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Landlord is fined 
£25,000 for licence 
and safety failings 

A LANDLORD who did not have the required li¬ 
cence for the number of tenants living in his prop¬ 
erty, and also failed to carry out gas safety checks, 
has been ordered to pay £25,151.92 after he pleaded 
guilty at Hammersmith Magistrates’ Court to five 
charges under the Housing Act 2004. On October 
8th, 2014 environmental health officers from the 
Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea visited 
15 Bramley Road, London, W10, owned by Emmil 
Seeson Watson (also known as Emil Wayne Watson), 
of Nash Close, Earley, Reading. 

The visit followed complaints from tenants about 
a leaking roof they could not get repaired as they 
were unable to contact Watson. Up to seven tenants 
were living in the house, despite Watson not having 
a licence for a house in multiple occupation as re¬ 
quired by the Housing Act 2004. This licence is an 
important requirement as it enables the council to en¬ 
sure a property is safe for the number of occupiers 
and is properly managed. 

The court heard that Watson had gone out of his 
way to avoid co-operating with the council and had 
made himself very difficult to contact. He had re¬ 
fused to obtain the proper licence despite two previ¬ 
ous warnings. Three emergencies had occurred at the 
house since 2012, including a leak that caused a ceil¬ 
ing to collapse and a window that needed repair after 
a burglary, and tenants were forced to complain to 
the emergency services and the council because Wat¬ 
son could not be reached. 

Danger 

Watson told the court that had he licensed the 
property he would have had to raise the rents, 
whereas some rents had stayed the same for some 
years. He also stated that he paid the bills out of the 
rents he took. He also said he was not replacing the 
tenants who had left, therefore reducing the number 
of people living at the property, which would mean 
it would not need to be licensed. 

Commenting on the case, which was heard on 
Tuesday, July 14th, the chairwoman of the bench 
said Watson had put his tenants in danger and failed 
to follow clear warnings from the council regarding 
the licensing of the property. 

A council spokesman said: “The council will take 
action against landlords who deliberately avoid their 
legal obligations and who make life difficult for their 
tenants. We are very pleased that the court fully sup¬ 
ported the action taken by the council and trust that 
the prosecution will act as a deterrent to other land¬ 
lords who do not take their responsibilities seri¬ 
ously.” 



■ EVERYONE'S FAVOURITE... Alice's Adventures in Wonderland, by Opera Holland Park. 



■ LEAD ROLE... 
Soprano Rosanne 
Havel shares the 
lead role in Alice's 
Adventures In 
Wonderland. 


Chorus of approval for opera 


OPERA Holland Park is top of the classical 
pops - with its new album going straight in 
the charts at No 1. 

The album of OHP’s version of Alice’s 
Adventures In Wonderland has become the 
must-have recording for thousands of fans 
of the Kensington opera company. 

Within a week of its release at the end of 
June, the album shot to the top of the UK 
classical charts and has stayed there since, 
outselling new releases of works by 
Sibelius, Tchaikovsky and Mendelssohn. 

The family opera, written by Will Todd 
and Maggie Gottlieb, has been a big hit 
with music lovers of all ages since it was 
premiered by OHP in 2013. 

Critics have raved over the production; 
The Daily Telegraph s John Allison called 
it “the most charming, least condescending 
opera for children I have ever seen” and 
The Independent’s Michael Church said 
“the show is so much fun, and so well sung, 
that not even the youngest kids get bored”. 

The opera, which features OHP favourite 
Fflur Wyn sharing the Alice role with rising 


star Rosanne Havel, continues at the Yucca 
Lawn, Holland Park, until August 1st. 

Tickets are £5 for children and £10 for 
adults. Performed in a woodland setting, 
the production sees viewers promenade be¬ 
tween the eye-catching sets accompanied 
by the singers and the ‘Alice Band’. To 
mark the 150th anniversary of the publica¬ 
tion of Lewis Carroll’s classic, OHP’s pro¬ 
duction will be staged for the first time in 
November at the Royal Opera House. 

“Alice is rightly enjoying tremendous 
success right now, not least because of the 
wonderful Fflur Wyn who created the role 
of Alice and Rosanna Havel, who will as¬ 
sume it next,” said the Leader of the Coun¬ 
cil, Cllr Nick Paget-Brown. “But this is not 
the first time Opera Holland Park has had 
ecstatic reviews. 

“It’s no wonder that thousands of our 
residents are such avid fans of OHP; if you 
are not yet one of them, you should check 
out the amazing ticket deals and give it a 
try. The details are all at www.operahol- 
landp ark. coni”. 


Market has the 
write approach 

LOCAL authors looking for a sub¬ 
ject to hone their writing skills have 
until Friday, 31 July to submit a 
story that captures the history of 
Portobello and Golbome Market. 

The competition, organised by 
the council’s library service and the 
market office, is one of a series of 
events to celebrate the market’s 
150th year of trading. 

There is a rich vein of history 
running through the market to offer 
inspiration to any author. Back in 
the 1860s Portobello Road was just 
a simple country lane where farm¬ 
ers sold milk to local people. All 
that changed in 1864 with the open¬ 
ing of the Metropolitan Railway 
Notting Hill station - now known 
as Ladbroke Grove station - which 
transformed the area. 

The word limit for the competi¬ 
tion is 2,000 words. For more infor¬ 
mation, including full terms and 
conditions, email 

libris@rbkc.gov.uk 

Winning entries will be pub¬ 
lished in an anthology produced by 
the council’s library service. 

We want to 
hear from you 

It's not just the big stories that 
happen in London that we want 
to write about in the London 
Weekly News titles. 

There's a brilliant community 
spirit in Central and West 
London. If you help to run a local 
organisation and want to spread 
the word about your activities, 
make sure your events are 
featured in our newspapers. 

It's easy to help us help you get 
valuable free publicity. Simply 
email your news items and 
photos (in jpeg format, please) to 
this address: editorial@london 
weeklynews.co.uk 


«g,65-2o> 

150 * 

7 
% 


t 

# 


YEARS 


Portobello 
& Golborne 


M A R K E T 


Celebrating the 150th 
anniversary of the 
Portobello & Golborne 
Market in Notting Hill 
For full details go to the 
website 

www.shopportobello.co.uk 

Supported by The Portobello & 
Golborne Management 
Committee 


Council to spend £10m 
buying ‘crisis’ housing 


THE Royal Borough of Kens¬ 
ington and Chelsea is to stump 
up £10million to buy “a signif¬ 
icant number” of high quality 
homes for temporary accom¬ 
modation. 

Properties in the private housing 
market will be considered up to a 
maximum value of £450,000. The 
council, which made the decision on 
Thursday, July 16th, anticipates that 
it could buy up to 39 properties 
(consisting of 27 two-bed properties 
and 12 three-bed properties). 

Since 2010 the number of house¬ 
holds in temporary accommodation 
has been on the rise and with fewer 
affordable properties available in the 
private rented sector, the council is 
considering locations including 
London, the M25 area and southern 
counties. 

Councillor Nick Paget-Brown, 


• By LWN reporter 

news@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

the Leader of the Royal Borough, 
said: “The reality is we are facing a 
great shortage of properties in which 
to house those in greatest need. The 
pool available to us in the private 
sector is falling, and with the num¬ 
ber of homeless households on our 
list rising, we believe purchasing 
our own stock is the right strategy to 
not only increase supply but contain 
costs. 

“In an ideal world we would like 
to buy properties in Kensington and 
Chelsea, but the numbers simply 
don’t stack up. In reality we could 
only buy a handful of homes here, 
but by looking further afield we can 
purchase significantly more, making 
a huge difference to those on our 
waiting list.” 

The council plans to start pur¬ 


chasing properties that are a corn- 
mutable distance from the Royal 
Borough in the autumn, with the 
first household moving in during 
March 2016. 

A number of other boroughs have 
also started to invest in the private 
housing market to help provide tem¬ 
porary accommodation. Oxford has 
agreed £10million and Ealing 
£21 million. Westminster City Coun¬ 
cil and Croydon Council have also 
agreed to purchase properties. 

Since March 2010 the number of 
households in temporary accommo¬ 
dation has been rising. The figures 
at March 31st were: 2015 - 1,862 
2014-1,819 2013-1,686 2012- 
1,425 2011 - 1,209 2010 — 994 . 

The council spends approxi¬ 
mately £2 5 million per year on tem¬ 
porary accommodation (tenants are 
responsible for the rent which is 
recharged to them). The temporary 


accommodation budget for 2015/16 
has been increased by £1 million and 
the need for further budget increases 
is anticipated in future years. With 
the introduction of the Housing 
Benefit cap it has become increas¬ 
ingly difficult to negotiate rents 
within the TA subsidy level. By 
purchasing properties the council 
would have more flexibility and 
control over how long they use 
properties for temporary accommo¬ 
dation. 

The current 28-day leasing 
arrangements are easy for the land¬ 
lord and agents to give notice on. 
Currently there are over 116 units 
that landlords want back and with 
one supplier the council has seen its 
portfolio fall from over 100 proper¬ 
ties to just 16 since April 2012. 

Rents will be set at the temporary 
accommodation housing subsidy 
levels. 
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£100,000 in grants to 
help people have fun 


WEST WAY Trust, a charity that aims to 
improve the Westway area in Notting Hill, 
has announced it will award up to £100,000 
in community funding this year through its 
new Community Grants programme. Ap¬ 
plications for funding are now open and 
will be allocated in two rounds in 2015/6. 

Community Grants will be available to not-for-profit 
organisations or groups of individuals who want to 
address social and community issues or bring the 
community together to celebrate the 150th year an¬ 
niversary of Portobello & Golborne Markets. Groups 
and organisations must be located within the Royal 
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea. Westway Trust 
is particularly interested to hear from groups or organ¬ 
isations with a focus on communities living in North 
Kensington and / or close to the Westway estate. 

Angela McConville, Westway Trust’s Chief Execu¬ 
tive, said: “We are delighted to offer this vital funding 
for local groups and organisations. We hope the Com¬ 
munity Grants programme will fund a vibrant range 
of community activities. We hope local people will 
use it to come together, have fun and celebrate the rich 
culture and heritage of the community, particularly in 
this special year that celebrates the 150th anniversary 
of the Portobello Market.” 

Two types of grants are being offered to eligible or¬ 
ganisations, worth £500 and £2,500 each. 

Grants of up to £500 will be available for one-off 
community celebrations and events, including per- 


By LWN reporter 

formance arts workshops, garden and street parties, 
arts projects and other events that invite the commu¬ 
nity to participate and celebrate the 150th anniversary 
of the market. 

Meanwhile, grants worth up to £2,500 will be avail¬ 
able for a range of projects that support and improve 
the health and well-being of the local community as 
well as projects that provide economic opportunities. 
Westway Trust also wants to hear from groups who 
can celebrate local talent and diversity. This includes 
disability sports events, mental health projects, em¬ 
ployment and volunteering programmes, and skills 
training. 

Forging partnerships 

“We have already had 120 organisations contact us 
expressing interest in our grants programme. We 
know it’s tough for local charities at the moment with 
the pressure on public funding. We are delighted to 
be in a position to award funding to local groups and 
look forward to forging new partnerships with proj¬ 
ects that form an important part of this vibrant com¬ 
munity, to work together and create a brighter future 
for the Westway,” Angela said. 

The Community Grants programme will host two 
rounds of applications each year. Applications for the 
2015/6 period will be accepted from 3 August - 14 
September and 4-25 January. Organisations are re¬ 
stricted to one application per funding round. 

See Under The Westway on page 9 


Vibrant music mix at Westway festival 


THIS year’s Westway Trust Commu¬ 
nity Festival on Sunday, July 26th will 
be bigger and better than ever with a 
vibrant mix of music and family fun. 

The festival takes place on Portobello Green 
from 12noon to 6pm. It’s a FREE fun day out 
for all the family and will include a live stage, 
children’s activities, local stalls and international 
food on offer. 

Showcasing the diversity and talents of the 
area, it will involve a wide range of community 
groups, organisations and schools. 

The performers include: 

• Sankoulekan - West African drumming and 
dance group 

• The No Frills Band - UK folk band 

• Cheb Hamza - Moroccan singer 

• Tribo band - Samba reggae band 


• The Rhythm Studio - West London’s rock 
and pop music academy students 

• Electric Dance Collective - Caribbean street 
dance group 

• Abundance Arts & Healthier Life 4 You - 
African dance performance and workshops. 

• Pimento Supplementary School - Dance per¬ 
formance 

• Children’s activities include a circus skills 
workshop, bouncy castle, gladiator jousting, 
graffiti art, African drumming, arts and crafts, 
face painting, and more. 

Westway Trust Chief Executive, Angela Mc¬ 
Conville, said: “This will be the fifth Westway 
Community Festival and it has grown to become 
a really important event in our Westway Pres¬ 
ents calendar. It’s just part of the exciting and 
diverse programme of arts, culture and enter¬ 
tainment we 


Road closures for major cycle race 


MAJOR road closures will 
begin from 5am on Sunday, 
August 2nd in preparation 
for Prudential RideLondon. 

This event will see both amateur 
and professional cyclists tackling 
a course that runs from the Queen 
Elizabeth Olympic Park for the 
amateurs and Horse Guards Pa¬ 
rade for the professionals, through 
central London before heading out 
of the city and on to Surrey. The 
riders then return back through 
London for a finish on The Mall. 

Closing 100 miles of roads and 
bridges across London and Surrey 
will have a major impact on traf¬ 
fic, public transport and parking. 
It is not just the roads the cyclists 
ride along that will be affected. 
Many other local roads will be 


closed to traffic from the early 
hours of Sunday, August 2nd to 
allow the event to pass safely 
through the borough. It is antici¬ 
pated roads will remain closed 
until the early evening. Vehicles 
parked on the route will be re¬ 
moved. If you normally park your 
vehicle on any of the roads af¬ 
fected you will need to make alter¬ 
native arrangements on Sunday 2 
August. 

Road closure timetable on Sun¬ 
day, August 2nd 

5am - outward-bound roads 
closed across London. In Kens¬ 
ington and Chelsea the following 
roads will close at this time: 

• Knightsbridge 

• Brompton Road 

• Cromwell Road (A4) 

The roads closed on the out¬ 


ward-bound route are expected to 
reopen at 3pm. 

7am - inward-bound roads will 
close across London. In Kensing¬ 
ton and Chelsea the following 
roads will close at this time: 

• King’s Road 

• Cheyne Walk 

• Ashburnham Road 

• Cremorne Road 

• Chelsea Embankment 

The roads closed on the inward- 
bound route are expected to re¬ 
open at 7.30pm. 

All timings are subject to 
change. For up-to-date informa¬ 
tion please see the organiser’s 
website www.PrudentialRideLon- 
don.co.uk/roadclosures or follow 
on @RideLondon. 
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Nursing home makes way for ‘extra care’ 



■ ALL CHANGE: Thamesbrook nursing home. 


• By GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

AN empty and outdated 
old people’s home in 
Chelsea is to close perma¬ 
nently as part of plans to 
provide around 150 new 
homes for older residents, 
the council’s cabinet de¬ 
cided last week. 

The 56-bed Thamesbrook 
home has been closed since May 
2014 following the discovery of 
Legionella in the water system. 
Despite the efforts of staff and 
specialist contractors, the out¬ 
break proved intractable and led 
to what Kensington & Chelsea 
Borough Council called “an un¬ 
acceptable reduction in care stan¬ 
dards and consequent transfers to 
other homes”. 

Following the temporary clo¬ 
sure, the council ordered a review 
that looked at four options for the 
future of the home: refurbishing 
it, remodelling it so that it meets 
modern standards, replacing it 
with ‘extra care’ housing units on 
the site or replacing it with extra 
care units elsewhere in the bor¬ 
ough. 

“Extra care is a form of hous¬ 
ing in which older people rent or 
buy their own homes in develop¬ 
ments where care is available on 
site in the quantity and type 
needed, and which can ‘scale up’ 
as people become older and 


frailer,” said a council 
spokesman. “Extra care homes 
also feature communal social 
areas where residents can keep 
company and enjoy activities. 

“One of the key ambitions ex¬ 
pressed in the council’s 2013 
strategy for the future of older 
people’s accommodation, ‘Mod¬ 
ernising Older People’s Hous¬ 
ing’, is for more extra care 
schemes. The evidence is that the 
extra care approach produces 
more years of good health and in¬ 
dependence, and also that older 
people themselves prefer such 
arrangements.” 

Following last week’s deci¬ 
sion, the council will now bring 
forward plans for up to 100 new 
extra care units either on the 
Thamesbrook site or on a large 
council-owned site at Lots Road 
- or shared across both. 

“Although the configuration is 
yet to be settled, some of those 
homes will be for the private 


market, for which there is a 
strong local demand, and at least 
half will be at affordable rents,” 
said the spokesman. At the same 
time the council is also working 
on other schemes in North Kens¬ 
ington that could add a further 70 
new affordable homes for older 
residents. To address nursing pro¬ 
vision the authority is investing 
£1.1 million to create a new 20- 
bed nursing unit at Ellesmere 
House on the Fulham Road. The 
new unit is expected to open in 
autumn 2015. 

“Thamesbrook is one of the 
last old-style homes and has 
given great service for many 
years,” said Cllr Mary Weale, 
Cabinet Member for Adult Social 
Care, “but old-style institutions 
are no longer how we wish to 
look after our older residents and 
it’s not how older people want to 
be looked after either. 

“Extra care is the future and 
this prime site means we now 
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have the chance to make a seri¬ 
ous down payment on our ambi¬ 
tions for high quality extra care 
housing. That’s a fitting legacy 
for Thamesbrook to leave be¬ 
hind.” 

As part of the Thamesbrook 
review a public consultation was 
carried out that received nearly 
200 submissions. A total of 48 
per cent of respondents sup¬ 
ported the council’s preference 
for the extra care options, com¬ 
pared with 44 per cent of respon¬ 
dents who were opposed, 
preferring to see the home refur¬ 
bished, remodelled or rebuilt. 

“Despite that opposition, peo¬ 
ple were generally supportive of 
extra care housing. In total, 77 


per cent agreed that the council 
should seek to maximise the 
amount of extra care housing in 
the borough,” said the 
spokesman. “However, some 
were concerned that the extra 
care option did not address the 
needs of older people with ad¬ 
vanced dementia or other condi¬ 
tions requiring nursing care.” 

Built in the 1960s, Thames¬ 
brook was one of the few homes 
in the UK still run by a local au¬ 
thority and the only one run by 
the council. 

“As well as Legionella, the 
building has many other de¬ 
fects,” said the spokesman. “It is 
tired and institutional. Rooms are 
some 16 per cent smaller than 


modem standards. None can be 
classified as wheelchair compli¬ 
ant. Also, the furniture layout is 
relatively fixed, meaning resi¬ 
dents had less choice about 
where things go and what per¬ 
sonal items they could bring in 
and several rooms cannot meet 
current care standards because it 
is impossible to provide care 
from either side of the bed. 

“In addition, the overall layout 
of narrow winding corridors and 
units spread across three floors 
made supervision much more 
difficult and contributed to run¬ 
ning costs far higher than places 
in private nursing homes offering 
objectively higher standards of 
accommodation.” 



NEWS FROM 
NICK... 

with Nicholas Paget-Brown, 
Leader of the Royal Borough 
of Kensington and Chelsea 


It’s never been more fun 
to keep fit... come on in! 


IN the days of my youth, I was 
something of a speed walker. You 
had to be in the 1970s, if you 
wanted to watch Sue Lawley on 
Nationwide and still arrive at the 
Red Lion in time for first orders. 

But sadly my athletics days are long 
gone and the big physical challenge for me 
lately has been applying Voltorol to my 
lower back. For the harsh truth is that 
over the last couple of decades exercise is 
something that I have 
been putting off until to¬ 
morrow. That must 
change. 

So slowly, tentatively, 

I have been dipping my 
toes, quite literally as a 
matter of fact, because 
one the safest forms of 
exercise for someone of 
my fitness level is swim¬ 
ming. 

Out of consideration 
for our residents I have 
swapped my ancient 
Speedos for a pair of 
knee-length shorts and, 
as readers of this column 
will know, I have been popping up to our 
brand new £30 million leisure centre 
which is magnificent, quite frankly. 

It is a real pleasure to do a few lengths 
of powerful front crawl and butterfly in 
the pristine surroundings of the Kensing¬ 
ton Leisure Centre. 

Anyway, it turns out that I am not the 
only one who has decided that the hour 
has come and that they simply must do 


§ If, like me, you 
belong to the 
Angel Delight 
generation, it 
could just be that 
you too could do 
with a little 
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exercise 


some exercise. Since we have opened our 
new leisure centre in North Kensington 
and handsomely refurbished our Chelsea 
gym there has been a very pleasing up¬ 
turn in gym usage. 

The number of members across both 
gyms is now 4,800 - up from 2,950 for the 
old gyms. The number of pay-as-you-go 
users is up too. 

In all, we had 64,000 gym visits in May 
alone; 29,000 for swimming, 20,000 for 
the gym and 15,000 for classes. And 
we’ve got more kids 
doing swimming lessons 
as well, with 1,700 
pupils taking the 
plunge. 

We have spent a lot of 
money on our gyms but 
the early signs are that 
we are seeing a return 
on that investment, in 
more people taking bet¬ 
ter care of themselves, 
in more people having 
fun and in more young 
people getting involved 
in sport and fitness. 

If, like me, you belong 
to the Angel Delight 
generation, it could just be that you too 
could do with a little exercise. If so you 
could do a lot worse than check out our ex¬ 
cellent gyms. 

There is swimming, weights, tread¬ 
mills, cross trainers, an amazing array of 
exercise classes and crucially, a very 
friendly and encouraging atmosphere. All 
the details are on our website 
www.rbkc.gov. uk 


KENSINGTON 
AND CHELSEA 


To contact the Leader of the Council, Cllr Nick 
Paget-Brown, email theleader@rbkc.gov.uk 
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Westway news 


UNDER THE WESTWAY 


Cash grants to improve lives 



Angela McConville, Chief Execu¬ 
tive of Westway Trust, explains 
how income from business tenants 
and sports services is being used 
to support the North Kensington 
community 

T ODAY I would like to talk 
about an exciting opportunity 
as the Westway Trust 
launches a new community grants 
fund worth £100,000. 

It’s a chance for not-for-profit groups based 
or working in the Royal Borough of Kensing¬ 
ton & Chelsea to apply for cash awards that 
will be made available for events or projects 
that benefit people living in the borough, 
particularly North Kensington. 

We will be asking applicants to show us 
how they will spend the money in a way that 
will achieve our dual goals of improving the 
lives of local people, in terms of good health 
and economic prosperity. 

We’re aware that in an era of austerity, it’s 
a tough time for charities and we hope our 
initiative will help. They can apply for two 
types of grants, worth up to £500 and £2,500 


each. Awards of up to £500 will be made for 
one-off community celebrations and events, 
such as performance art workshops, garden 
and street parties, arts projects and other 
events. 

In choosing who receives the £500 grant 
awards, there will be a particular focus on 
this year’s 150 th anniversary of the Porto- 
bello & Golborne markets. The markets are 
the heart of the area and we aim to help en¬ 
sure they continue to thrive. We want to give 
small grants for events that will celebrate 
them - and ensure people have some fun in 
doing so. 

Grants of up to £2,500 will go to projects 
that support our strategic goals, and we par¬ 
ticularly want to hear from groups who can 
celebrate local talent and diversity. This in¬ 
cludes youth arts programmes, mentoring 
schemes, disability sports events, mental 
health projects, employment and volunteer¬ 
ing programmes. We believe that in the 
hands of grassroots organisations, a little 
funding can make a huge impact. 

Across the Westway estate there are many 
groups providing advocacy, advice, support, 
education, mentoring and skills develop¬ 
ment. They also provide friendship, net¬ 
works and a sense of belonging. We want to 
encourage that. A vibrant community and 


cultural sector is central to our vision of the 
Westway being a distinct and attractive 
place to live, work and play. 

Over the past month the Westway Trust 
team have been out and about attending 
local events and festivals to raise awareness 
of our community grants programme. Al¬ 
ready 120 groups have contacted us express¬ 
ing an interest in the funding. This is really 
encouraging as it demonstrates that there is 
a genuine enthusiasm for this approach. 
And we want to do more of this. As we work 
on ambitious plans to develop our estate 
over the coming years, we hope to be able to 
generate even more value so that we can 
reinvest back into local talent and voluntary 
action. 

Proud track record 

Providing support for the local third sector 
was part of our founding constitution more 
than four decades ago. It’s in our DNA. We 
have a proud track record of helping local or¬ 
ganisations to grow and thrive. Whether it’s 
Westway Community Transport, Open Age, 
or the many supplementary schools we sup¬ 
port, there is evidence all around of the com¬ 
mitment of the Westway Trust to supporting 
a thriving community sector. Ultimately ef¬ 
fective, sustainable charities working in 
partnership with us will ensure that our 


community is provided with many opportu¬ 
nities to fulfil its potential. 

We have re-launched the grants pro¬ 
gramme this year after a review of the sys¬ 
tem for making awards. We are establishing 
a panel that involves not just Westway staff 
and trustees, but local and pan-London ex¬ 
ternal advisors and experts, to ensure there 
is transparency and rigour in how we award 
funding. We want to know that the money 
will be well spent and that we can evaluate 
the difference that it is making locally. 

It is perhaps timely to remind readers that 
we don’t receive taxpayers’ cash and that the 
community grants are funded from income 
we generate from our business tenants and 
our sports services. As we work on plans to 
develop the estate further and attract other 
funders to join forces with us, we hope to be 
able increase the community grants fund in 
future years. 

Let me close by inviting you all to come 
along and join the fun of the Westway Trust 
Community Festival on Portobello Green on 
Sunday July26th from 12noon to 6pm. 
More than 40 groups are signed up, and 
members of the Trust team will be on hand 
to talk further about the community grants 
programme. I’ll be there with my family and 
look forward to chatting with you then. 




New school is ‘madness’ 


■ AS I was driving back from Heathrow this morning 
in heavy traffic I had time to observe the huge number 
of hideous new buildings being built alongside the 
M4. In the distance I could see the partial skeleton of 
the Earls Court Exhibition Centre; the abandoned 
looking Apollo Theatre and other smaller, scattered 
Victorian and Art Deco buildings soon to disappear, 
no doubt, in this madness of new buildings that archi¬ 
tects should be embarrassed to put there name to. 

It is probably too late, and coming from a “too” 
unimportant voice, the beautiful Victorian school 
building on Draycott Avenue is going to be torn down 
and replaced by a new “superschool” to accommodate 
60 more students. What madness! Look around Lon¬ 
don - in Victoria, in Fulham, in Chelsea - and every¬ 
where you will see buildings being bulldozed, not 
because they are poorly built and falling into disrepair, 
but because councils think they have better ideas or 
there is money and greed attached to it somewhere 
along the line. 

My own home in the 70s, Thurloe Lodge, in Thur- 
loe Place is at this moment being torn down as is the 
house next door (former home of Margot Fonteyn 
while Thurloe Lodge had been owned by Nadia Nar- 
ina, prima ballerina of Sadlers Wells) and it appears 
that No. 33 Thurloe Square is going to be quietly de¬ 
molished (once the home of Henry Cole with a blue 
plaque on the house). All this to allow a wealthy busi¬ 
nessman to build himself a “luxury villa”. 

Some years ago I took adult education courses at 
Marlborough School so I am familiar with the inte¬ 
rior. It is a solid, well built building as the Victorian 
structures seem to have been, and it is a great pity that, 
in the minds of the council, the new “superschool” 
will be an improvement. Just look around London - 
in every direction - you see cranes and and six months 
later really unsightly buildings. An excuse for “hous¬ 
ing shortage”? Progress? Improvement? Rather, I 
think, beautiful, solid buildings are being torn down 
and not particularly for altruistic reasons and, when it 


is too late, it will be regretted. Or, maybe it 
won’t. Maybe we will just go to see an exhibition at 
the V & A in 15 or 20 years times and feel a little bit 
melancholy that these lovely buildings have disap¬ 
peared forever. But, then perhaps our hearts will be 
colder and the word “nostalgia” will just be an archaic 
word of little importance. 

I feel that the Victorian buildings and the Georgian 
buildings are to London and England what Pompeii 
and the Forum and the Colloseum are to Italy and 
Palmyra to Syria, and so forth. They are the founda¬ 
tions of a great city which should be allowed to remain 
so that they can be remembered . 

S. Parviz (by email) 

Travelling by bus in 
London is a nightmare 

■ I AM writing in relation to your front page coverage 
of the London roasters which we are having to travel 
on. 

When these buses were first put on the road I wrote 
to Boris Johnson but nothing materialised. I have 
since written to Mark Field at the House of Commons. 
He replied but unfortunately there was nothing he 
could do. 

I have also written to Kit Malthouse at County Hall. 
I have had a reply from somebody on his behalf and 
they are contacting TFL. I am awaiting a further reply 
at this time. 

On your coverage of this matter it states that win¬ 
dows do not open upstairs, they also do not open on 
the lower deck and it makes the journey unbearable. 
I have seen people struggling to breathe. 

Something seriously needs to be done about this. 
Travelling on a bus now is a nightmare for some peo¬ 
ple. With summers becoming warmer and more 
humid, this is an awful way to travel . 

P. Gray (by email 
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School news 



■ HEAD START: Simon Sheehan, director of the DM Thomas Foundation for Young People (centre), with students and 
teachers at the Frank Barnes School for Deaf Children, along with DMTFYP staff (back row) and members of Eastman 
Chemical Company, who help make the charity fundraising ducks. Photos Paul Rogers, Pellier Noir 


Children 
are all out 
for a duck! 


PUPILS, teachers, charity 
volunteers and business 
workers have come 
together to back a fast¬ 
growing fundraising 
campaign designed to 
support disadvantaged 
children. Chemical company 
Eastman and the DM 
Thomas Foundation for 
Young People have 
launched "Ducks for 
Change: River Dash," an 
interactive mobile 
application game in support 
of the Ducks for Change 
initiative. This initiative sees 
little plastic ducks sold in 
hotels around Europe to 
raise funds for the 
foundation's work 
supporting young people in 
need, particularly those 
who are disabled, in 
hospitals and hospices, and 
homeless. On July 9th the 
new mobile game was 
tested out at the Frank 
Barnes School for Deaf 
Children in Camley Street, 
West London. 



■ CONCENTRATE! A young student plays Ducks 
for Change: River Dash, a digital game that 
backs charity work for disadvantaged children. 



■ WATCH IT! Two 
students, left, play 
Ducks for Change: 
River Dash with their 
teacher. Above: Leri 
Price (left of the 
picture in a purple 
T-shirt) from the DM 
Thomas Foundation 
with a student who 
has completed a level 
of the game, and 
teacher (right) 




QUACK TROOPS! Students at the Frank Barnes School for Deaf Children with their charity fundraising ducks! 


...and Aussie cricket 
ace hopes he won’t be 


AUSTRALIA'S Test cricket 
captain Michael Clarke took 
a break from the rigours of 
the Ashes series against 
England last week to put 
smiles on the faces of 
budding young batsmen 
and bowlers at a London 
school. He took part in a 
Marylebone Cricket Club 
(MCC) community coaching 
session at St Edwards 
Catholic Primary School in 
Marylebone on Wednesday. 
Clarke partnered MCC 
community coach Ricky 
Reynolds for the session, 
organised by Cricket 


Australia's official airline, 
Qantas. Clarke offered 
batting and fielding advice 
to the class, before signing 
autographs and posing for 
photographs with the 
children and MCC's 
community mascot, Ernie 
the Ashes Urn. The visit 
formed part of the MCC 
Community Development 
Strategy, which this year is 
focusing on developing 
grassroots cricket in the 
local area around the Lord's 
ground in St John's Wood. 
To find out more visit 
w w w. lo rd s.o rg/co m m u n ity 
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Rescue pilot role 
puts pressure on 

‘four jobs’ prince 
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■ HIGH PRESSURE: Concerns have been 
voiced about Prince William's demanding 
helicopter rescue pilot job with the East 
Anglian Air Ambulance. 
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By Geoff Baker 


QUESTIONS are being 
asked about whether 
Prince William should be 
given at least a year’s sab¬ 
batical from conducting 
all royal duties - includ¬ 
ing running his charities. 

Royal-watchers are wonder¬ 
ing if William should be given a 
“get-out-of-jail card” to relieve 
him of royal work because of 
the highly-stressful and rigorous 
demands of his new job as an 
emergency rescue pilot. 

Concern has risen that per¬ 
haps too much is being asked of 
the future king now that he has 
typically chosen one of the 
world’s most-demanding roles 
as his day job for at least the 
next two years. 

As a helicopter pilot for the 
East Anglian Air Ambulance the 
Duke of Cambridge has com¬ 
mitted to working up to 10 hours 
a day flying mercy missions 
which are stressful enough on 
their own - without his added 
responsibilities as a young fa¬ 
ther of two very young children, 
running 40 charities and patron¬ 
ages and his grooming to take 
over the running of the Duchy of 
Cornwall estates. 

As a pilot William will be 
working a four-days-on-four- 
days-off rota, constantly in¬ 
volved in a life-or-death race 
against time and in a state of 
high alert for every moment of 
his shifts as, by the nature of the 
work, he is dealing with seri¬ 
ously-injured victims of trau¬ 
matic road accidents, heart 
attack and stroke victims and 
babies needing to be rushed to 
hospital. 

If on the day shift, William 
has to get up by at least 6.0 am 



■ UPWARDLY MOBILE: The Duke of Cambridge has won 
admirers for his determination to make a valid 
contribution to society with his air ambulance flying role. 


to be able to report for work at 
the early start-time of seven. If 
on the night shift, he could be 
flying all through the night. The 
air ambulance service says the 
prince could be flying up to 10 
missions a day. 

“It’s an awful lot to ask of ask 
of anyone, let alone when he has 
his royal duties on top and per¬ 
haps he should be allowed a get- 
out-of-jail card from his royal 
work for a year or so while he 
does this important rescue work 
for the community,” said one 
concerned royal observer. 

The air ambulance is a charity 
which must raise £8.6 million 
each year to support its opera¬ 
tion. It works alongside the East 
of England Ambulance Service, 
providing cover across four 
counties. 

Its medical crews can admin¬ 
ister life-saving treatment at the 
scene of emergencies or while in 
the air. The helicopters can 


reach patients anywhere in the 
region within 25 minutes and 
can often transport patients to 
hospital more quickly than if 
they travelled by road. 

For the first few months of 
his new job, William will be 
working the full rota but after 
that his time will be cut to two- 
thirds of the normal shift pattern 
to allow for his royal duties. 

Now some are asking if it 
would not be easier for the have- 
a-go hero if he is relieved of 
royal duties to allow him to con¬ 
centrate entirely on his 999-re- 
sponse job. 

“Having four days off to re¬ 
cover is all very well when 
you’ve not got a great deal to do 
on those days off, but William’s 
life is more complicated and de¬ 
manding than that,” said the 
commentator. 

“If he has to spend his days 
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Concern over public-spirited William's workload 


Is the sky the limit for busy Duke? 



FROM PAGE 11 

off as a working royal, with his charity 
work, conducting investitures, repre¬ 
senting The Queen at parades and State 
occasions and being groomed for future 
roles, when is he actually going to get 
any time off to relax? 

“Plus, even though he is clearly en¬ 
joying his role as a young father, as any 
young father knows that does get tiring; 
babies do wake up in the night and dis¬ 
turb your sleep. If he had chosen a desk 
job, the demands wouldn’t have been so 
potentially-exhausting. But William, as 
is his way, has chosen one of the most 
stressful jobs in the world.” 

Last year the pilots of the East An¬ 
glian Air Ambulance flew 1,785 mis¬ 
sions, a 20% increase on the emergency 
flights of the year before. The ambu¬ 
lance is on call 365 days of the year, so 
William could be working Christmas 
Day and might have to miss family 
birthdays and anniversaries because he 
is in the cockpit saving lives. 

And none of the flights will be a pic¬ 
nic. Most of last year’s missions [467 of 
them] dealt with racing to hospital road 
accident victims who are too badly in¬ 
jured to be taken by ambulance. 

“When I got the job, I was already an 
experienced pilot - but I’d never even 
seen a broken leg. On my second day, 
we went to a 250-car pile-up, with four 
people dead. It certainly isn’t for every¬ 
one,” said one of the pilots for the 
nearby Warwickshire and Northampton¬ 
shire Air Ambulance. 

“For the air ambulance to be called, 


it’s got to be serious. We deal with a lot 
of car crashes and industrial accidents, 
and we went to the London bombings in 
July 2005. You see horrible sights, and 
it can be tough for a new pilot.” 

The air ambulance also comes to the 
rescue of a high proportion of cardiac 
cases - 319 in 2014 - where every sec¬ 
ond counts for those who have suffered 
a heart attack or stroke. 

“Every minute of an emergency res¬ 
cue pilot’s life on a shout is urgent, the 
concentration levels are intense, they are 
dashing against time and calling on great 
skills and all of their training to land the 
chopper on roads, in back gardens and 
wherever it takes to get to the victim 
fast,” said a veteran emergency worker. 

Stress tests on ordinary airline pilots 
have revealed that they face stress 
95.2% for of their work and endure 
time-related pressure 89.8% of their 


shift. But when a pilot is dashing a crit¬ 
ically-injured or seriously-ill person to 
hospital, the pressure of the crucial im¬ 
portance of every second rises to 100%. 

It takes an especially tough sort of 
flier to take on a job as an air hero and 
experts say a lot of them do it for the 
buzz. 

“People get into this work for the 
juice, the adrenaline rush,” said air am¬ 
bulance doctor Tony Bleetman. 

But for William, it seems that besides 
the buzz he is compelled by an over-rid¬ 
ing compulsion to earn his privilege as 
a future king and to make an important 
contribution to society. Typically, he has 
forgone his £40,000 salary as a rescue 
pilot - which he is donating to charity - 
and he says that he hopes his work will 
keep him staying sensible and able to 
rise above the praise and attention that 
comes with being heir to a throne. 


“I’m trying to do what I can and try¬ 
ing to be a decent individual,” he said. 

“It’s sort of a follow-on from where I 
was in the military with my search and 
rescue role. There are many of the same 
kind of skills and a job like this is very 
worthwhile, valuable and there’s an ele¬ 
ment of duty. It’s an important area for 
me to be involved in to continue my ca¬ 
reer and training. For me it’s a really im¬ 
portant point to be grounded. I feel 
doing a job like this really helps me to 
be grounded and that’s the core of what 
I’m trying to become.” 

What he is trying to - and no doubt 
will - become is a great king but his 
“homework” for that position is de¬ 
manding enough without the pressure of 
spending 182 days of the year on high 
alert and racing to save lives in the air. 

For on his “off’ days, William has to 
help with the running of 33 charities of 
which he is patron, plus another three 
that he administrates with Prince Harry 
and four more that he runs with the 
Duchess of Cambridge. He is renowned 
for taking his charity work very seri¬ 
ously and refuses to be just a titular head 
of organisations including the homeless 
charity Centrepoint, the Game & 
Wildlife Conservation Trust, the FA, Na¬ 
tional Playing Fields Association, 
BAFTA and the Royal Marsden Hospi¬ 
tal. 

The workload could prove exhaust¬ 
ing, although the mercy-dashing prince 
says he is sure that he can handle the 
multi-tasking. 

“At some point there’s going to be a 
lot more responsibility and pressure but 


at the moment I’m juggling it and enjoy¬ 
ing it,” he said. “While I’m still rela¬ 
tively young, I will manage the two jobs 
the best I can.” 

But on top of his rescue and charity 
work, William is also having to quietly 
study for another job, for when Prince 
Charles takes to the throne he will as¬ 
sume the title of Duke of Cornwall and 
he is already on a programme to learn 
the ropes. 

The Secretary of the Duchy, Alistair 
Martin, has revealed that William is at¬ 
tending the Duchy Council and has to 
regularly study updates on projects af¬ 
fecting the 135,000-acre estate. 

“I meet with him on a regular basis 
and brief him and respond to questions 
from him and seek his views,” said Mr 
Martin. 

He said many of the projects under¬ 
taken by the Duchy will take years to 
come to be and will fall to Prince 
William to see through. If he takes the 
same close interest as Prince Charles 
and the Duchess of Cornwall in the es¬ 
tate, it means controlling the huge busi¬ 
ness empire of the Duchy, with its farms, 
forests, business premises and homes 
stretching from the Isles of Scilly to The 
Oval cricket ground. 

But despite concern that as a pilot, 
charity chief, businessman and a new fa¬ 
ther “Billy Four Jobs” is pushing it in his 
relentless drive to prove his contribution 
to society, Prince William is shrugging 
off calls that it’s too much to ask of him. 

“It’s no more difficult than what 
everyone else has to do,” he said mod¬ 
estly on his first day as the rescue royal. 
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Quality, Value & 
Service go hand 
in hand 


• Bathroom Suites From £299 

• Comfort height Toilet £99 

• Offset Quadrants From 
£299 

1200x800 & 1200x900 With 
Tray & Waste 

• Corner Unit & Basin Only 
£99 

. Steel Baths 1700x700 £75 



WHERETO 
SEE YOUR 
FAVOURITE 
ROYAL 


F ULL details of future and 
recent events in the ever- 
busy diaries of the many 
members of The Royal Family 
are available from the official 
website www.royal.gov.uk but 
here’s the London schedule for 
the week ahead. 

# Tuesday, July 21st 
Princess Alexandra Patron, 
Queen Victoria Seamen’s Rest, 
will open the Simco Wing at 
121-131 East India Dock Road, 
Poplar El4. 

• Tuesday, July 28th 
The Princess Royal, as Presi¬ 
dent of the Royal Yachting As¬ 
sociation, will visit the 
Docklands Sailing and Water- 
sports Centre, Isle of Dogs El 4. 
The Princess Royal, as Presi¬ 
dent of the British Olympic As¬ 
sociation, will attend an 
Executive Board Meeting at 
Charlotte Street W1. 

The Duke of Kent and 
Princess Alexandra will open 
the Summer Exhibition com¬ 
memorating the 800th Anniver¬ 
sary of the sealing of Magna 
Carta at the Supreme Court of 
the United Kingdom, Parlia¬ 
ment Square. 

Princess Alexandra will visit 
Integrated Neurological Serv¬ 
ices, Hampton Road, Twicken¬ 
ham. 
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■ LIFE SAVER: The Duke of Kent and Princess Alexandra will 
open the Summer Exhibition marking the 800th anniversary 
of the sealing of Magna Carta. Above: the first printed copy of 
Magna Carta, dated 1506. Below, the Docklands Sailing and 
Watersports Centre, which will welcome the Princess Royal 
next Tuesday. 
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August 2015 


Cardiff v Fulham 

Sat 8 Aug 

12:00 

Fulham v Brighton 

Sat 15 Aug 

15:00 

Hull v Fulham 

Wed 19 Aug 

19:45 

Fulham v Huddersfield 

Sat 22 Aug 

15:00 

Rotherham v Fulham 

Sat 29 Aug 

15:00 

September 2015 

Fulham v Blackburn 

Sun 13 Sep 

12:00 

Fulham v Wolves 

Wed 16 Sep 

19:45 

Sheff Wed v Fulham 

Sat 19 Sep 

15:00 

Fulham v QPR 

Fri 25 Sep 

19:45 

October 2015 

Charlton v Fulham 

Sat 3 Oct 

15:00 

Middlesbrough v Fulham 

Sat 17 Oct 

15:00 

Fulham v Leeds 

Wed 21 Oct 

19:45 

Fulham v Reading 

Sat 24 Oct 

13:30 

Bristol City v Fulham 

Sat 31 Oct 

15:00 

November 2015 

Burnley v Fulham 

Tue 3 Nov 

19:45 

Fulham v Birmingham 

Sat 7 Nov 

15:00 

MK Dons v Fulham 

Sat 21 Nov 

15:00 

Fulham v Preston 

Sat 28 Nov 

15:00 





FOOl 

MATCH I 

December 2015 

Nottm Forest v Fulham 
Fulham v Brentford 
Fulham v Ipswich 
Bolton v Fulham 
Derby v Fulham 
Fulham v Rotherham 

January 2016 

Fulham v Sheff Wed 
Wolves v Fulham 
Huddersfield v Fulham 
Fulham v Hull 
Blackburn v Fulham 

February 2016 

Fulham v Derby 
QPR v Fulham 
Fulham v Charlton 
Leeds v Fulham 
Fulham v Middlesbrough 



Value 

like no other. 


Season Tickets 
on sale now. 


All Humor Season Tickets, 

from just £47. 


Where football's still priced fairly. 


Adult Season Tickets from £299. 


London’s 

Original 


^!ssr / 


fulhamfc.com/seasontickets 



Fulham 


Football Club 


EST91879 


Season 
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P.HAM 

‘BALL CLUB 


FIXTURES 2015-2016 




March 2016 



Sat 5 Dec 

15:00 

Reading v Fulham 

Sat 5 Mar 

15:00 

Sat 12 Dec 

15:00 

Fulham v Burnley 

Tue 8 Mar 

19:45 

Tue 15 Dec 

19:45 

Fulham v Bristol City 

Sat 12 Mar 

15:00 

Sat 19 Dec 

15:00 

Birmingham v Fulham 

Sat 19 Mar 

15:00 

Sat 26 Dec 

15:00 




Tue 29 Dec 

19:45 

April 2016 





Fulham v MK Dons 

Sat 2 Apr 

15:00 



Preston v Fulham 

Tue 5 Apr 

19:45 

Sat 2 Jan 

15:00 

Fulham v Cardiff 

Sat 9 Apr 

15:00 

Tue 12 Jan 

19:45 

Brighton v Fulham 

Fri 15 Apr 

19:45 

Sat 16 Jan 

15:00 

Ipswich v Fulham 

Tue 19 Apr 

19:45 

Sat 23 Jan 

15:00 

Fulham v Nottm Forest 

Sat 23 Apr 

15:00 

Sat 30 Jan 

15:00 

Brentford v Fulham 

Sat 30 Apr 

15:00 



May 2016 



Sat 6 Feb 

15:00 

Fulham v Bolton 

Sat 7 May 

12:30 


Sat 13 Feb 15:00 
Sat 20 Feb 15:00 



Fixtures are correct at time of print. For updates during the season visit: 

www.fulhamfc.com 


Fulham 


Football Club 


EST5 1879 


I # les 


Junior Membership 
at Fulham FC on 
sale now. 

Just £5! 


Receive a welcome pack, 
priority access to match 
tickets, enter in to our 
exclusive competitions 
and much more. 


fulhamfc.com/ 

membership 






00 

Y 

i 





Buy Today 


Online: www.fulhamfc.com/tickets 
Post or in person: Ticket Office 

Craven Cottage, Stevenage Road, London SW6 6HH. 

Telephone: 0843 208 1234 (option 3) 

Calls will cost 7 pence per minute plus your telephone company’s access charge. 












Thursday, July 23rd 2015 


16 London Weekly News 



Picnic on 
the pitch 
at Craven 
Cottage 

F ULHAM Football Club opened the 
gates of Craven Cottage last week 
for a Picnic on the Pitch attended by 
supporters and local residents. 

Over 500 people attended this unique afternoon 
as fans made their way past the iconic Cottage, 
through the players’ tunnel and onto the hal¬ 
lowed turf. 

The event which was free to attend with a 
ticket obtained by registering on the club’s web¬ 
site, included family activities such as inflata- 
bles, balloon modellers, face painters and a visit 
from mascot Billy the Badger. 

Those that attended were able to set up their 
picnic blankets on the pitch and enjoy their own 
food and drink or purchase items from the Cot¬ 
tage Cafe. 



Fulham Football Club has long been regarded 
as a family club. Events such as Picnic on the 
Pitch and the club’s efforts to attract young fans 
and families to Craven Cottage by offering com¬ 
petitively priced junior tickets and enhancing the 
overall matchday experience in the family zone, 
have been contributing factors in recently ob¬ 
taining “The Football League Family Excellence 
Award” for the 2014/15 season. 

The award recognises the outstanding experi¬ 
ence provided by the club for young fans and 


families. Fulham Football Club is keen to grow 
the Family Zone further next season and attract 
young supporters and families to all areas of the 
ground by offering a 50 per cent reduction on all 
junior tickets (under 17 years old) compared to 
last season, making it more affordable for young 
fans and families to attend matches in the capi¬ 
tal. 

The 2015-16 season tickets are competitively 
priced with adult prices starting at £259 and jun¬ 
ior prices starting from just £47. 


What’s more, a young person’s season ticket 
for supporters aged 17-21, as well as season 
tickets for over 65 s, start from £219 which 
works out at less than £10 per match, reaffirm¬ 
ing Fulham’s commitment of rewarding the loy¬ 
alty of its fans, whilst at the same time attracting 
new supporters. 

The 2015-16 season tickets are available to 
purchase online - 24 hours a day, 7 days a week: 
fulhamfc.com/seasontickets or by calling 0843 
208 1234 (option 3) Mon to Fri 9am to 5pm. 


The Cottage is'the place to 
be'for new-signing O'Hara 


JAMIE O’Hara believes his footballing ex¬ 
perience could come in useful for Fulham’s 
youngsters this season - both on and off the 
pitch. 

The 28-year-old joined the Whites on a free 
transfer last week, putting pen to paper on a one- 
year deal. 

A product of Tottenham Hotspur’s academy, 
O’Hara had previously played for Chesterfield, 



■ NEW signing Jamie O'Hara - "I've always 
played well at Craven Cottage". 

Photo courtesy offulhamfc.com 


Millwall, Portsmouth and Wolverhampton Wander¬ 
ers. He joined Blackpool on a short-term contract 
last November, playing 28 times for the Seasiders 
and earning their Player of the Year gong. 

“This is a massive opportunity to push on again,” 
O’Hara told the official website. “We’ve got a great 
squad of players and you need everyone to get pro¬ 
moted. Hopefully I’ll be involved and be a big part. 

“On and off the pitch, I’ll try and help the young 
players. Hopefully I can be an influence in the 
dressing room and help get this club back to where 
it deserves to be.” 

O’Hara signed for the Whites after impressing 
during a trial period with the club. 

“I have to thank the manager for giving me the 
opportunity,” continued O’Hara. “He watched me 
last season and said I played really well against Ful¬ 
ham. He gave me the chance to come in and be 
around the squad and I loved it, straight away I got 
in with the boys. 

“He liked me as a player and wanted me to come 
in so he could have a look at my fitness. I knew it 
was a great opportunity for me to join a massive 
club. 

“I was desperate to play at a club like Fulham. It’s 
a fantastic football club with great tradition. I’ve 
always admired the club so as soon as I got the call 
to come in I wanted to show I could play at a place 
like this.” 

The left-footed midfielder also revealed the Cot¬ 
tage had been something of a lucky ground for 
him in the past, adding: “I’ve had a few cracking 
games at the Cottage. I always seemed to play 
well there and now I’ll be playing there a lot 
more. Every time I went to the Cottage it felt like 
a place I’d like to be.” 


Turn your CAR into cash 

~ at AUCTION 



• DIRECT FROM BAILIFFS/FINANCE COMPANIES 
• DIRECT FROM MAIN AGENTS 

• WIDE SELECTION OF CARS 

* • STRESS-FREE SELLING 
r A * FREE VALUATIONS 

^ • PRIVATE ENTRIES 

• FREE ADVICE 

020 7736 0086 


AUCTION TlMSSc t 4 'll 7 30FM 

VWWW60 A INTWIS: MON WED5 THURS 10AJA5RM 

TUIS & fRl 10AM1ATI SAT I0AM-IPM 

www.fulhommotorauction.com 

WANDSWORTH BRIDGE SW6 2TY UFU 
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ROYAL LONDON 


Monarch's 90th year promises a great deal 


M OST people get 
presents on their 
birthday - but 
when The Queen turns 90 
next year she is planning 
on giving gifts instead. 

As reported last week, when 
Her Majesty marks her official 
birthday on June 12th she will 
host a huge party on the Mall 
with 10,000 guests. 

Of them, some 7,500 seats at 
the enormous picnic of cucum¬ 
ber sandwiches, scones and jam 
will go to the charities and as¬ 
sociations of which The Queen 
is Patron or President. 

But the birthday party invita¬ 
tions for The Queen’s causes 
are much more significant - 
and stand to be much more ben¬ 
eficial too - than those for the 
Buckingham Palace garden 
parties which are traditionally 
sent as a ‘well done’ to the great 
and the good. 

For by inviting all of her 
charities, Her Majesty will be 
throwing the public spotlight 
on their causes, which should 
result in a multi-million-pound 
boost for their funds. 

“Peter Phillips is a PR genius 
for thinking up this one,” said 
one publicity expert of The 
Queen’s grandson who has cre¬ 
ated the plan for the birthday 
bash. 

“It’s a really very clever idea 
- to represent the worth and 
value of The Queen at 90 not 
by who she is as a head of 
State, but by all that she does 
for charity and good causes, 
and, by doing so, helping them 
all out. 

“There will be a massive 
media interest in this birthday 
party and, as Her Majesty does¬ 
n’t do interviews, the only way 
that the world’s media can 
properly cover the event will be 
to focus on the charities - 
which throws them into the 
spotlight and by raising their 
profile it will raise them funds. 

“It’s very clever and, if you 
look at the work of her 90 
years, very typical of her to be 
using her unique position and 
her own birthday for the benefit 
of others. 

“It is also very telling that 
she has made this particular 
choice of celebration. As the 
world’s most senior head of 
state, she could have chosen a 
big birthday banquet at Buck¬ 
ingham Palace with everybody 
important from President 
Obama to the Mayor of London 
in attendance and all dining off 
gold plates. 

“But instead she has chosen 
to sit down to a picnic with or¬ 
dinary people. It’s very interest¬ 
ing that nobody famous has 
thought of this before; usually 
on their birthdays the famous 
splash out big parties packed 
with celebrities. It rather puts 
that lot in their place that the 
person who is more famous 
than all of them put together 
has opted to spend it instead 
with the salt of the earth.” 

But organising the event will 
be an enormous task for Peter 
Phillips’ company, Sports En¬ 
tertainments Ltd, for Her 
Majesty is the head of so many 
associations and groups. The 
Prince of Wales gives his pa¬ 
tronage to 489 charities and 
bodies, plus another 10 that he 


Queen’s birthday 
present: worldwide 
publicity for all her 
favourite charities 


From A to Z, the 
Queen is patron 
of 628 charities 


Action for Children 

- a UK children's 
charity committed to 
helping vulnerable 
and neglected 
children and young 
people, and their 
families, throughout 
the UK.Through 650 
projects and services 
based around the UK, 
the charity works with 
over 300,000 children, 
young people, and 
their families. It helps 
and supports people 
in areas as diverse as 
disability respite 
therapy, foster care, 
adoption and child 
neglect. 



■ CHARITY CHAMPION: 

The Queen will use her 90th 
birthday party as an 
opportunity to promote the 
hundreds of charities she 
and the Royal Family 
support and endorse. 

shares with the Duchess of 
Cornwall, patron in her own 
right of another 105 organisa¬ 
tions. Prince Andrew is patron 
of 166, the Princess Royal of 
326, Prince Edward helps 72, 
the Countess of Wessex 80 and 
Prince Harry and the Duchess 
of Cambridge 15 each. 

The Queen is patron of 628. 
Only the Duke of Edinburgh 
gives royal patronage to more 
groups, with a whopping 765. 
Clearly, the Royal Family is the 
only firm in the world where 
the older you get the greater 
your workload. 

As The Queen will be host¬ 
ing the picnic, security vetting 
all of the guests will be a huge 
task. Each association will get 
12 tickets to lunch with Ma’am 
in the Mall and doubtless there 
will be squabbles over who gets 
to go. 

But there are bigger issues 
than that to sort out - not least, 
who gets to provide the jam for 
the scones? For Her Majesty is 
patron of four organisations 
who could fill that role - the 
Mothers’ Union, the Mothers’ 
Union of Australia, the San¬ 
dringham Women’s Institute 
and the Sandringham Estate 
Cottage Horticultural Society. 

Then there is the issue of 
who gets to sit where on the 
third of a mile of trestle tables 
that will be put up in the Mall. 
Will there be a top table and 
which groups should be seated 
closest it? Should it be done al¬ 
phabetically, with Action For 
Children, the Australian Racing 


Museum and the Ayrshire Cat¬ 
tle Society sat up near the foun¬ 
tain, with the likes of the 
Women’s Royal Army Corps 
Association, the Windsor and 
Eton Choral Society and 
YMCA put out of bun-throw¬ 
ing distance up near Trafalgar 
Square? And there’s more. 
Large video screens will have 
to be erected the length of the 
Mall so that everybody present 
can see The Birthday Girl blow 
out all of the 90 candles on the 
cake, which will be a fire haz¬ 
ard in itself, plus what manner 
of massive birthday card is 
going to be needed that is big 
enough for 10,000 people to 
sign it? 

A more serious problem for 
Peter Phillips and the Palace to 
solve is which broadcaster 
should be awarded the TV 
rights to relay the huge event 
worldwide to the many nations 
who will want the footage, es¬ 
pecially in the USA where The 
Queen is a huge favourite. 

Although traditionally the 
BBC wins the TV rights for 
most royal events, the Corpora¬ 
tion is still somewhat in the 
doghouse over the pig’s ear it 
made of its live coverage of 
The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
river pageant in 2012. 

That coverage, presented by 
The One Show’s Matt Baker 
and newsreader Sophie Ra- 
worth, was widely-castigated 
by viewers as “unprepared, ill- 
informed and patronising”, 
dubbed “dire” by veteran com¬ 
mentator Jonathan Dimbleby 
and lashed by Stephen Fry as 
“deeply embarrassing” and “the 
most mind-numbingly tedious 
programme in the history of the 
BBC”. 

Given the audience of mil¬ 
lions of viewers who are ex¬ 
pected to follow the birthday 
party, ITV and Sky will be bid¬ 
ding for the rights and promis¬ 
ing to do it better than the Beeb 
did with the Thames show that 
sank. 

“The television coverage is 
going to be a tricky issue for 
the Palace,” said one top TV 
executive, “all of the major 
broadcasters will be vying for 
the rights and the BBC will 
have to pull its socks up in 
order to land the deal. But they 
will have to put a top team on 
it, nobody wants a unique event 
like this ruined by a party 
pooper.” 



■ MALL CONTENT: Hundreds of Royalists will flock to the Mall for The 
Queen's 90th birthday luncheon 


Women's Royal 
Army Corps 
Association - 

formed in 1949 on the 
birth oftheWRAC. 

The association 
maintains contact 
between former 
members of the 
WRAC and women 
still serving in the 
Army, fostering 
mutual friendship 
between them and 
providing for social 
gatherings, fostering 
comradeship and 
welfare, and 
preserving the 
traditions of the 
WRAC. 


We want to hear from you... 

It's not just the big stories that 
happen in London that we want to 
hear about. 

There's a brilliant community spirit 
in Central and West London. If you 
help to run a local organisation 
make sure your events are featured 
in our newspapers. 

Email your news items and photos 

editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 
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SHOWBIZ SPECIAL 


Master of the memorable melody is not finished yet 


Diamond’s life writing songs, 
it’s been a habit he can’t quit 



by Geoff Baker 

S OON they will all be 
gone, those rock stars of 
the Sixties. Any year now, 
all of them will have stopped 
performing. 

They say that they won’t. They joke 
that they will be coming on stage in a 
wheelchair [Paul McCartney] or if they 
are too old to stand up, they will sit 
down and play [Keith Richards], but 
the truth of the matter is that they will, 
they will be too elderly to tour or per¬ 
form like they still do now. 

It won’t be for want of trying or 
wanting to, it’s just the rule of nature; 
the big stars of the Sixties and Seven¬ 
ties who are now still performing in 
their mid-70s just won’t be physically 
up to it within a decade. Age will 
wither them, as it does the rest of us; 
voices go at 80, as do hip joints, and 
guitar-playing fingers get arthritic. 

Rock stars hate to admit this and 
they come up with all sorts of justifica¬ 
tions and insistences to defend the illu¬ 
sion that they are above and beyond 
biological laws that apply to the rest of 
humanity. For instance, they will point 
to Picasso and argue that he was still 
painting in his 80s. 

But Picasso wasn’t a performance 
artist, his work didn’t depend upon an 
audience being present. 

No, the sad truth is that the Sixties 
stars, the second wave of rock and roll, 
will sadly soon be finished. The first 
wave - Elvis Presley, Carl Perkins, Phil 
Everly - have already gone, and al¬ 
though Sixties stars say, well then we’ll 
just get like the old jazz men and blues 
icons did and play on gracefully, fine, 
but they - B.B. King, Muddy Waters, 
Freddie King - are gone too now. 

And here’s another rub, the main au¬ 
dience of the Sixties stars is dying out 
also; those who were teenagers when 
the Beatles, Stones and Who first elec¬ 
trified London are pegging it all over 
the place. It happens, it’s called life. Or 
rather, not. 

Those of us who grew up with the 
Sixties and Seventies hits can barely 
admit that, like music hall and the cir¬ 
cus, the sound of the era will soon have 
had its day; we’ve spent 50 years be¬ 
lieving Bob Dylan’s mantra that we 
will be Forever Young. But we won’t, 
and neither will Dylan [now 74] nor 
any of his contemporaries. The dream, 
as John Lennon once sang, is over. 

Or at least, very almost. 

It’s commendable that so many 
of them have kept going for so 
long, but their popularity is rela¬ 
tive. McCartney recently sold out 
two nights at the 02, which is 
laudable, to sell 20,000 tickets a 
night at the age of 73. But Ed 
Sheeran [24] sold out three nights 
at Wembley Stadium, capacity 
90,000. The new wave has taken 
over. 

What keeps them going, these 
grand old men of rock? The money? 
They say not, although the truth is 
that they do like a lot of it, no matter 


how much they have already. The buzz 
of performing to a crowd and the hit off 
of their affection that is said to be a bet¬ 
ter high than heroin? 

Yes, partly that, but essentially - if 
they are any good - it’s the drive of 
maybe, hopefully, writing that one last 
great song that beats all that they have 
done before. 

McCartney often alludes to that wish 
in his interviews, the Stones also talk 
of aiming for “that zenith” in their 
work. And so does Neil Diamond, an¬ 
other master craftsman at the art of 
writing a truly memorable song. 

We might think that Diamond - who 
appears at the 02 on July 26th - would 
have stopped chasing the songwriters’ 
holy grail by now. With classics to his 
name that include Cracklin’ Rosie, 
Song Sung Blue, You Don’t Being Me 
Flowers, America, I’m A Believer, 
Sweet Caroline, I Am I Said, Red Red 
Wine and Beautiful Noise, what’s more 
to do? 

“In all honesty, I don’t think I’ve 
made it yet,” he said at the start of his 
world tour earlier this year. “I’m still 
struggling to get to that perfect song, to 
make those perfect notes, to give that 


perfect performance. So I’m still work¬ 
ing on that part, I’m still working to 
that end. I haven’t stopped dreaming.” 

As Beethoven would tell us if he 
hadn’t rolled over, the art of songwrit¬ 
ing is like creating furniture; there’s a 
craftsmanship to it, a great skill that is 
honed with the years and while per¬ 
forming music may be more of a young 
man’s game, writing it necessarily isn’t. 

But truly commanding that skill has 
obsessed musicians over the years and 
has sent a good few of them mad in 
pursuing the challenge. 

John Lennon’s early trick of know¬ 
ing a great song was if you could re¬ 
member how it went the next morning. 
When he started writing with Paul Mc¬ 
Cartney, before the days when even 
poor boys could afford machines to 
tape a demo, Lennon figured that if he 
could remember the melody the next 
day then the song had a shot at working 

6 Melodies are 
as easy as falling 
off a log for me, 
they come to 
me instantly ^ 

on the radio, because if he couldn’t re¬ 
member a melody the next day then 
what chance did a record buyer have 
after hearing it once on the radio? 

For Neil Diamond, who has written 
some of the more memorable 
melodies of the past 50 years, the tune 
is king for him too. 

“For me it all starts with the 
melody,” says the 74-year-old whose 
most recent album, the aptly-titled 


Melody Road, debuted at the top of the 
UK and US charts at No 3. 

“I think there’s a certain part of the 
mind that deals with emotions and 
melody is part of it. After doing this for 
over half a century I just think it’s very 
important to open up the mind to the 
emotional foundation of the song. 

“Let it come. Do not try to shape it, 
stand back to listen to what it is, see if 
it still moves, if it’s still interesting.” 

But, like many other brilliant tune- 
writers, getting the words right is an¬ 
other matter. 

“Lyrics are impossible to write,” he 
admits. “I hate writing them, I always 
have. Melodies are as easy as falling 
off a log for me, they come instantly 
and if they are written properly they 
provide an emotional foundation with 
the mood of a song. 

“But then it’s up to me to match that 
song with words, and express that feel¬ 
ing or tell a story - and it’s hard. I 
don’t like doing it. But I haven’t found 
a lyricist that I can work with, so I’ll 
slog through the lyrics as best I can and 
hope that they reflect the mood of the 
melodies and the whole thing adds up 
to something for the listener.” 

Great music, like all great art, gives 
its creator longevity, if not eternity. Al¬ 
though the joints and larynx may pack 
up around about the upper-70s, if the 
song lasts then so will you. But Dia¬ 
mond says that although he is still 
hooked on the process of songwriting, 
he didn’t set out to achieve immortality 
through it. 

“I never really chose songwriting, it 
just absorbed me and became more and 
more important in my life,” he said. “I 
got into the habit when I was 16 or 17 
and I haven’t been able to stop. I some¬ 
times wish somebody would shake me 
or stop me or make me put my guitar 
down, but it’s like an addiction; it’s an¬ 


other way of communicating and it’s 
the right way for me. 

“It’s better than any shrink and it 
works, I’m able to put things down on 
paper that I feel, and I feel a little better 
after I do that. 

“But I can’t think of anything that 
I’d rather be doing. When I finish an 
album, within a matter of weeks I start 
writing again. I can’t help myself, it’s 
built into my genetic code, there are 
songs to be written. 

“I just have that thing that hurries me 
up and say ‘Don’t sit around and don’t 
waste time, because it’s fleeting and if 
you have any songs that are still inside 
yourself you better get to work’. 

“That whole concept has become 
part of me and as I get older it’s a more 
insistent whisper in my ear - Got to 
work. Go to work. Do not dawdle. Do 
not waste time. Write your songs and 
do them as well as you possibly can. 

“That’s one of the things that moti¬ 
vates me now, that time is limited. So 
I’m taking advantage of every moment 
I have to make music. I think that’s my 
purpose here, to make music and to 
share it with people, and I’m on a mis¬ 
sion to do that.” 

Anybody who saw Diamond bring 
the farm down at Glastonbury a few 
years back will forever be glad of the 
share, good times never seemed so 
good. 

Check out the YouTube video of him 
closing his set there with Sweet Caro¬ 
line - with 160,000 people yelling “da 
da dah” on the chorus - it is one of the 
happiest hairs-on-the-back-of-your- 
neck moments in the history of rock 
and roll and proof perfect that a great 
song will last forever. It is bound to 
take the roof off the 02 on Sunday. Go 
see it. 

■ Neil Diamond at the 02 July 26th. 
Tickets www.theo2.co.uk 
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Calamity Jane gets better by degrees 


THE hugely successful 
touring production of 
Calamity Jane starring 
Jodie Prenger will be the 
first in the world to be 
recorded in a 360-degree 
format. 

The Curve theatre in Leicester 
will harness the very latest tech¬ 
nology by releasing a 360° 
panoramic performance of the 
hit musical in a bid to make first 
class theatre accessible to all, 
calling it “a world first and true 
technological breakthrough”. 

This revolutionary new tech¬ 
nology allows audience mem¬ 
bers to choose what they see and 
from where from the comfort of 
their own home. 

Artistic director Nikolai Fos¬ 
ter commented: “It is thrilling 
that our play about a group of pi¬ 
oneers from the 1800s has been 
filmed in 2015 using cameras 
and technology even ahead of 
their time today. I was amazed 
when I met Tom Mills of VR 
Web Design and leamt about his 
boundary-busting work. All of 
us at Curve and the Calamity 
Jane team are very excited to be 
the first to test this new technol- 



By NICKY 
SWEETLAND 

LWN Theatre Critic 


ogy onstage.” 

Prenger was the winner of 
BBCl’s I’d Do Anything in 
2008, which gave her the oppor¬ 
tunity to play Nancy in a West 
End revival of the British musi¬ 
cal Oliver! at the Theatre Royal, 
Drury Lane. 

I caught up with the wonder¬ 
fully down-to-earth performer 
who chatted to me about the 
show. 

“Calamity is a glorious old 
dame of girl. I’ve never known a 
show that’s had such an amazing 
response from the audience. It’s 
been a surprise to me how peo¬ 
ple have hummed along and 



■ FAVOURITE: Jodie Prenger in Calamity Jane, the show which is 
poised to stage a new world first. 


swayed to the Black Hills of 
Dakota. We’ve had kids come 
along dressed as Calamity.” 

I confess that I took part in 
an amateur production of 
Calamity a few years ago and 
after a lot of giggling we talk 
about the complexities of 
playing such an iconic role. 

“The dialogue is very diffi¬ 
cult. We had the most amazing 
dialect coach on the show so 
we’ve all been ironed out. 
Tony, who plays Henry Miller, 
used to teach American his¬ 
tory, so has all the background 
and although it sounds really 
arty farty, it does help to give 
you a sense of where you are 
and what you’re doing.” 

The musical, made famous 
by the indomitable Doris Day, 
has one of the most recognis¬ 
able soundtracks in theatre 
and film history, with classics 
like Windy City, The Dead- 
wood Stage and of course the 
song that provided Day with 
one of her top ten hit UK sin¬ 
gles, Secret Love. 

Jodie confesses that if she 
had to choose, the Secret Love 
scene is her favourite part of 
the show. 


“When we finish in Rich¬ 
mond I’m going to find it very 
difficult to let go of that song.” 

Letting go of it is inevitable, 
however, as Jodie’s work 
schedule is already packed full 
of new projects once the tour 
is over. 

“When I finish Calamity 
I’m doing Annie in Oxford, 
playing Miss Hannigan, and 
then I’m doing Tell Me on a 
Sunday .” 

She laughs. “I’m quite 
shocked Andrew Lloyd Web¬ 
ber is having me work for him 
again. Oh, that poor man and 
Don Black, who I’ve worked 
with briefly before. It will be 
nice to work with them both 
again. 

“It’s such beautiful music 
and the story, well with some 
of the people I’ve had in my 
life I’ve got a lot to draw on.” 
She laughs again. “I love the 
piece and sadly I’ve never got 
to see it on stage.” 

If you can’t wait for the 
filmed version you can still 
watch the show live when it 
comes to the Richmond The¬ 
atre from August 4th to 8th. 
See calamityjanetheshow.com 


Very best of Bacharach 


What's it all About? 

Bacharach Reimagined 

Menier Chocolate Factory ***** 

IF someone were to explain this 
show it would be very difficult to 
do it justice, writes Nicky Sweet- 
land. 

It is a 90-minute review with 
no dialogue, little choreography 
and the same performers on the 
relatively sparsely decorated 
stage for the duration of the per¬ 
formance. 

What you get when you see 
What’s it all About? Bacharach 
Reimagined at The Menier 
Chocolate Factory, however, is 
the most beautiful music played 
by the most wonderful perform¬ 
ers in an uplifting and dynamic 
diamond of a show which will 
leave even the grumpiest theatre¬ 
goer with a smile on their face. 

The show was conceived by 
Kyle Riabko, who met Burt 


Bacharach in a Los Angeles 
recording studio after being 
asked to sing some demos for the 
legendary songwriter. After 
some brainstorming the show 
was gradually put together into 
what is a unique look at an in¬ 
credible catalogue of music to 
form a non-stop musical arrange¬ 
ment. Riabko is a truly phenom¬ 
enal performer who is not only 
the co-creator but also acts as 
musical director and front man. 
He bursts onto the stage and cap¬ 
tivates throughout the entire per¬ 
formance. 

This is not a tribute act and 
one of the most wonderful attrib¬ 
utes this show carries is its dif¬ 
ferent take on the classic 
melodies and lyrics which most 
of us know so well. From pure 
ballads to - at times - very heavy 
rock guitar the audience are 
taken through genre after genre, 
all ingeniously strung together 


and simply but cleverly staged. 

It’s difficult to chose a musical 
highlight because the show liter¬ 
ally jumps from start to finish 
and looking around the audito¬ 
rium I wouldn’t be surprised if 
there were a few sore necks the 
following day from vigorous 
head nodding. Anyone Who Had 
a Heart, I Just Don’t know What 
to do with Myself, I Say a Little 
Prayer or even Walk on By, 
maybe - all were performed so 
skilfully I really couldn’t chose. 

Instruments adorn the set, 
which is otherwise dressed with 
carpet and soft furnishings in 
staging that is comfy and 
friendly like that of a sort of 
home recording studio. 

The cast is made up of the 
highest quality singers and mu¬ 
sicians who can all play at least 
one instrument and do so master¬ 
fully while often climbing or 
dancing around with superb en¬ 
ergy and verve. 

As if the press night of this 
show couldn’t have gone any 
better, there was also a surprise 
in store for the waiting throng 
who, after the curtain call, were 
treated to a very special appear¬ 
ance from Bacharach himself. 
The 87-year-old composer took 
to the keys and joined the ensem¬ 
ble in a chorus of Raindrops 
Keep Falling on my Head, which 
left many in the audience more 
than a little teary eyed. 

This is a truly special show 
and one I would urge anyone to 
go and see. Visit the website 
menierchocolatefactory.com 



■ BURT'S BEST: Bacharach revived. Picture: Nobby Clark 



Are you interested in learning how to 
mix your tracks to completion, sing in a diverse 
range of styles, play the guitar or set up a 
professional working environment at home? 


CRE8TIV® SHORT COURSES 

AUTUMN TERM 2015 


TUESDAYS 

MIXING IT - STARTS 22ND SEPT, 10WKS 
CRE8TIV® CHOIR - STARTS 22ND SEPT, 10WKS 
THURSDAYS 

CRE8TIV® GUITAR - STARTS 24TH SEPT, 10WKS 
PRO STUDIO TIPS - STARTS 5TH NOV, 4WKS 


For further information please call 0208 694 6093 
or email theteam@themidimusiccompany.co.uk 
www.TheMidiMusicCompany.co.uk 
MMC, 77 Watsons Street, Deptford SE8 4AU 
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Importance of Being Earnest at 
the Vaudeville Theatre 

To November 7 

David Suchet stars as Lady Bracknell in Oscar 
Wilde's much loved masterpiece. Directed by 
Adrian Noble, Wilde's superb satire on Victorian 
manners is one of the funniest plays in the 
English language - the delightful repartee and 
hilarious piercing of hypocrisy and pomposity 
can still make you laugh out loud. Two bachelor 
friends, the adorable dandy Algernon Moncrieff 
and the utterly reliable John Worthing JP, lead 
double lives to court the attentions of the 
exquisitely desirable Gwendolyn Fairfax and 
Cecily Cardew. The gallants must then grapple 
with the riotous consequences of their 
deceptions, and with the formidable Lady 
Bracknell, www.importanceofearnest.com 

Andre Rieu's 2015 Maastricht 
Concert, Vue, Fulham Broadway 

To July 23rd 

The king of waltz performs in his home town 
joined by his famous Johann Strauss Orchestra. 

Buckingham Palace 
summer opening 

August 1st to September 27th 2015 
Visit Buckingham Palace, the official London 
residence of the Queen, this summer. 
Buckingham Palace is one of the world's few 
remaining working royal palaces - don't miss 
the chance to see it. Explore the lavishly 
furnished State Rooms, containing some of the 
greatest treasures from the Royal Collection. 
Highlights include paintings by Rembrandt, 
Rubens, Vermeer and Poussin,, Canaletto and 
Claude. Sculpture by Canova and Chantrey. 
Exquisite examples of Sevres porcelain. Some 
of the finest English and French furniture in the 
world. 

Sinatra: The Man and His Music 
at the London Palladium 

To October 10th 

The iconic music of Frank Sinatra is brought to 
life at one of the capital's most iconic venues in 
Sinatra:The Man and His Music at the London 
Palladium.This multi-media concert, which has 
the support and endorsement of the singer's 
family, marks the centenary of Sinatra's birth 
and features all of his greatest hits including Fly 
Me To The Moon, New York, New York and My 
Way. Staged at the West End venue where the 
legendary entertainer made his 1950 British 
singing debut, Sinatra:The Man and His Music 
combines rare and original master recordings 
with cutting edge technology and never before 
seen performance footage to celebrate 
Sinatra's hugely successful music career. 
Featuring a 24-piece orchestra and a company 
of 20 dancers, the show takes audiences from 


Sinatra's formative years to his later life with the 
help of interviews, family photos and films. 

Prudential RideLondon 

August 1 and 2 

Developed by the Mayor of London and his 
agencies, Prudential RideLondon is a world- 
class festival of cycling. There is no other 
closed-road event like it that combines the fun 
and accessible element of a free family ride in 
central London with the excitement of 
watching the world's best professional cyclists 
race in the Prudential RideLondon-Surrey 
Classic and Prudential RideLondon Grand Prix. 

Horrible Histories: Barmy Britain 
Part 3 at the Garrick Theatre 

July 25 to September 5 

We all want to meet people from history. The 

trouble is everyone is dead! 

Will King John be a martyr for the Magna Carta? 
Party with the Puritans and light up your life 
with the great fire of London! Clap along with 
crazy King Charles! Will you see eye to eye with 
Admiral Nelson? Does the Duke of Wellington 
get the boot? Vomit with the vile Victorians and 
make a great escape from the First World War! 
Starring Neal Foster and Anthony Spargo, it's 
history with the nasty bits left in! After last 
year's sell-out success the Garrick Theatre is 
thrilled to welcome back the most 'horrible' 
show in the West End. Tickets from £8.75 

Hamlet at the Barbican Theatre 

August 5 to October 31. 

Directed by Lyndsey Turner and starring 
benedict Cumberbatch. Benedict Cumberbatch 
takes on the title role in Shakespeare's great 
tragedy. Directed by Lyndsey Turner (Posh, 
Chimerical and produced by Sonia Friedman 
Productions, the Barbican presents an exclusive 
twelve-week run of this compelling new 
production in summer 2015. 

As a country arms itself for war, a family tears 
itself apart. Forced to avenge his father's death 
but paralysed by the task ahead, Hamlet rages 
against the impossibility of his predicament, 
threatening both his sanity and the security of 
the state. 

Produced by Sonia Friedman Productions. 

The Barbican has 

sold its current allocation of advance tickets. 
However, small numbers of tickets may be 
returned or released for advance sale online. 
Visit hamlet-barbican.com for more details. 
There are also 30 £10 tickets available as day- 
seats for sale each day in person. Up to two 
tickets per person, sold at the advance ticket 
desk from 10.30am; the Barbican Centre will 
open from 9am. Returned and late-release 
tickets may occasionally become available at 
the last minute on the day of the performance. 
Information about these will be available on 
the website in due course. 


This is a FREE listings service for local charitable and 
community organisations. 

Email your listings to: listings@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


Exciting explosion of jazz 
and circus hits the heights 


Scotch and Soda 

Wonderground ***** 

I WAS so pleased to finally 
make it to a performance 
of Scotch and Soda. 

This show, which is billed as a 
circus and jazz fusion, has been 
running at London’s Wonder- 
ground since May and has re¬ 
ceived high praise, writes Nicky 
Sweetland. 

On a sunny July evening the 
buzz surrounding the area on the 
Southbank was electric and with 
the Udderbelly festival in full 
swing, every bar and eatery was 
packed with people enjoying the 
warm weather. 

The tone of the show was es¬ 
tablished as soon as we entered 
the big top, with lively loud 
music and the group on stage 
chatting and played cards, just as 
if we had entered a friendly local 
tavern. The show, which includes 
trapeze, pole, springboard and 
even cycling, had some of most 
unbelievable feats of strength and 
skill I have ever seen. 

This is a real showcase for 
both the acrobats and the band in 
a performance which is perfectly 
moulded together and given a 
style and humour which is so 
often lacking from the regular 
circus. The gymnasts climbed 
ropes like they were stairs, and 
made some of the most difficult 
circus skills look like child’s 
play. With clowning around to 




■ STYLE AND HUMOUR: the 
stars of Scotch and Soda. 


add as much humour and fun as 
possible they were astonishing, 
and supremely backed by the ex¬ 
cellent Crusty Suitcase Band. 

For some of the time I was so 
mesmerised by the spinning and 
balancing that I almost forgot the 
musicians. It was therefore really 
refreshing when they had their 
own solo moments and showed 
they were not to be upstaged by 
the tumblers. Particular mention 
must go to bass player Eden Ot- 
tignon, whose strumming and 
slapping carried such a sparkling 
undertone. 

This was a hugely entertaining 
evening showcasing the immense 
skills of both musicians and ac¬ 
robats alike. With a bit of naked 
hobby horse just for the fun of it, 
this is a show not to be missed! 

■ Scotch and Soda runs until 
2nd August at London's Wonder- 
ground 


News backs theatre awards 


London Weekly 

AFTER the hugely successful 
launch of the Wilma Awards in 
2014, theatre blogger West 
End Wilma is to hold the star- 
studded event again this year 
and the London Weekly News 
is proud to announce that it is 
sponsoring the award for the 
Best Vocal Performance. 

The awards, which will take 
place this year on Friday 30th 
October at the London 
Hippodrome Casino, celebrate 
all things "stagey" in Wilma's 
very particular style. 

West End Wilma is 
everyone's favourite nana in 
the theatre world. Running 
around the West End 
interviewing stars and 
reviewing as many shows as 
she can fit in to her busy OAP 
lifestyle, Wilma was awarded 



the 2014Ticketmaster Blog of 
the Year Award and has a great 
engagement with the theatre 
world through social media. 

Other awards to be decided 
include Best West End show 
and Most Welcoming Venue. 
The ceremony will again be 
presided over by cabaret and 
Resonance FM favourite Tim 
McArthur. 

West End Wilma and her 
team of reviewers will shortlist 
the nominees in each category 
from their combined opinions 


on the past 12 months of 
theatre. Those shortlisted will 
then be put to the public vote 
to decide the winners at 
westendwilma.com 

The nominees for this year's 
Wilma Awards will be 
announced on August 7th. 

Public voting will open 
online on September 4th and 
run until October 8th. The 
winners will be announced at 
the awards ceremony at the 
Hippodrome Casino, Leicester 
Square, at 1.30pm on Friday, 
October 30th. 

This year, there will be a 
limited number of tickets 
available for the event at a 
price of £20 each. Visit 
www.hippodromecasino.com/ 
whatson/west-end-wilma- 
theatre-awards 


Brutally honest play investigates lust 


THE King’s Head are very proud 
to announce that F*eking Men, 
Joe DiPietro’s serio-comic con¬ 
temporary adaptation of Arthur 
Schnitzler’s La Ronde, set within 
the gay subculture of a big city, 
will be playing at the King’s 
Head in August. 

The play is a moving portrayal 
of hunger and desire as it follows 
the erotic encounters of 10 men 
in their interconnected search for 
sexual satisfaction. Each scene in 
the play is a frank, candid and 
sometimes brutally honest depic¬ 
tion of the lustful transaction be¬ 
tween two men. It is a loose 
adaptation of the 19th century 
play, La Ronde, in which pairings 


of characters are featured in 
scenes preceding and succeeding 
sexual encounters. It’s a structure 
that lends itself to strong charac¬ 
terisations and oodles of dramatic 
irony. 

The premiere run of F*eking 
Men began at the Finborough 
Theatre, from where it trans¬ 
ferred to the King’s Head to play 
for nine months (the longest ever 
off West End run of a play). It 
then transferred into the West 
End to the Arts Theatre, where 
DiPietro is enjoying a revival 
with a new production of his mu¬ 
sical I Love You, You ’re Perfect, 
Now Change. 

La Ronde is no stranger to 


controversy, originally having 
been banned until 30 years after 
being written for its depiction of 
sexuality. It is no stranger to 
adaptation and interpretation ei¬ 
ther, with modern versions in¬ 
cluding David Hare’s The Blue 
Room and Michael John 
LaChiusa’s musical Hello Again. 

Artistic director of the King’s 
Head Adam Spreadbury-Maher 
says: “F*eking Men is an incred¬ 
ible, important part of the history 
of LGBTQ theatre, especially at 
the King’s Head. It represent 
what we stand for - taking 
smaller, less commercial produc¬ 
tions and giving it a longer life. 
It will run from August 5 - 30. 
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Tommy revives 
big band sound 


VETERAN song and 
dance man Tommy Steele 
is to star in a brand new 
musical based on The Glen 
Miller Story and featuring 
the music of the great band 
leader. 

As a lifelong lover of musi¬ 
cals, I have to admit that I felt 
very honoured to be allowed to 
speak with Tommy, who started 
his career as Britain’s first rock 
’n’ roll star. Dubbed the UK’s an¬ 
swer to Elvis Presley, he landed 
his first UK No.l with Singing 
the Blues in 1957. 

Steele chose the New Wimble¬ 
don Theatre to make the an¬ 
nouncement, the venue in which 
his iconic show Half a Sixpence 
was first performed 53 years ear¬ 
lier and where the smash hit song 
Flash Bang Wollop! was written 
within the very walls of the beau¬ 
tiful piano bar in which we met. 
I had been invited to the an¬ 
nouncement of the show, which 
will tour for an 11-week season 
later this summer. 

Along with long time friend 
and virtuoso theatre producer 
Bill Kenwright, the show was 
conceived over a supper conver¬ 
sation following Tommy’s visit 
to a school where he found him¬ 
self telling the students about the 
band leader whose sound was so 
definitive of the era. 

I chatted to Tommy after the 
announcement, a charming and 
extremely charismatic performer 
who will celebrate his 79th birth¬ 
day later this year. His passion 
and enthusiasm for the project 
were obvious as he told me about 
it. 

“It’s like an adventure film. 
It’s like looking for that treasure 
that’s out there, only this fella 
was looking for a sound. You 
can’t touch a sound, you can’t see 
it in the comer, on the top of a 
mountain or across a stream, you 
have to hear it and that was his 
dilemma. 

“He tried for years before he 
suddenly found it in the late 30s. 
He finds it at the end of act one. 
Everyone knows it’s going to 
have a sad ending but as a musi¬ 
cal it’s beautiful and the dancing 
is fantastic. I can’t wait to do it.” 

I’ve played a bit of Miller in 
my past life as a tmmpet player 
and we talk about the wonderful 



By NICKY 
SWEETLAND 

LWN Theatre Critic 


sound of the big band music. 
Tommy tells me when he first 
heard it. 

“I first heard the Glen Miller 
sound in the 40s. My mother and 
father loved it although it wasn’t 
until the war was over that sud¬ 
denly the legend started to be¬ 
come. Everyone was talking 
about this icon of music who had 
died and no-one knew how.” 

The 1954 film about the Amer¬ 
ican band leader starred James 
Stewart and boasted cameo ap¬ 
pearances of many stars of the 
time, including Louis Armstrong 
and Gene Kmpa, who were real- 
life peers of Miller. 

Judging by the assembled 
throng of fans, both the draw of 
the iconic bandleader and of one 



■ MUSICAL ICON: Glen Miller 
created a distinctive sound. 


of the UK’s biggest ever stage 
stars is likely to appeal to the 
more mature theatre goer, al¬ 
though with toe tapping tunes 
like In the Mood and Moonlight 
Serenade the producers are hop¬ 
ing a whole new generation will 
be able to enjoy the unique big 
band sound that defined a gener¬ 
ation. 

Tommy has enjoyed a leg¬ 
endary career including over 20 
hit singles, 12 hit movies and 
countless award-winning stage 
musicals. 

More recently Steele enjoyed 
two successful runs as Scrooge at 
the world famous London Palla¬ 
dium, in a role which has made 
him the theatre’s all-time record 
breaking performer, having head¬ 
lined more performances than 
any other star in the history of the 
venue. 

As a fan, I couldn’t leave with¬ 
out asking Tommy about his 
most famous role as Artie in Half 
a Sixpence. I asked which was 
his favourite part of the show. 

“On stage it would have to be 
Flash Bang Wollop! live, but in 
the film it would be If the Rain s 
got to Fall, because it’s beautiful 
in the open air with everybody 
doing the lovely soft shoes on the 
grass by the river Thames.” 

Tommy is obviously a big fan 
of musicals and watches as many 
as he can. We have a few minutes 
left after the interview and just 
chat about which shows we like 
and what we would like to see. I 
ask Tommy if there are any mu¬ 
sicals he wishes he could have 
been in and at first he says no, 
but after a little consideration he 
concedes that he would love to 
have been in Guys and Dolls. 

“I’d like to have played Nicely 
Nicely. That’s the best part. You 
get to sing Sit Down You ’re Rock¬ 
ing the BoatF 

I could have stayed and talked 
to Tommy for hours and just lis¬ 
tened to his stories about the 
business. He is a true legend and 
a very nice man. 

The Glen Miller Story will no 
doubt be a nostalgic trip for 
many theatre goers and with the 
wonderful Steele at the helm, is 
likely to be a must-see show. 

■ The Glen Miller Story Opens 
on August 28th at the New 
Wimbledon Theatre 


Osmonds embrace a Williams Christmas 


TO celebrate the most wonderful 
time of the year, Andy Williams 
Christmas Spectacular, starring 
The Osmonds, is set to embark 
on a dazzling UK tour in Decem¬ 
ber. 

The show, which is being 
billed as a must-see holiday spec¬ 
tacular, will also feature the vet¬ 
eran British comic Jimmy 
Cricket alongside the Moon 
River Singers and Dancers. 

Andy Williams Moon River 
Theatre owner and operator, 
Jimmy Osmond said: “I am 


thrilled to bring Andy s Christ¬ 
mas Spectacular to our friends in 
the UK. I first appeared on Andy 
Williams’ stage when I was only 
three years old. My brothers had 
been singing back-up on Andy’s 
biggest hits and had been regu¬ 
lars on his hit television series for 
several years. It’s such a joy to 
carry on Andy’s legacy and con¬ 
tinue his treasured holiday tradi¬ 
tion.” 

Audiences will also be treated 
to nostalgic footage of the leg¬ 
endary Andy Williams from 


Christmases past and be able to 
sing along to favourite Christmas 
classics including Silent Night, 
Last Christmas and Merry 
Christmas Everybody to 
Sleighride. The Osmonds will 
also perform their mega hits 
made famous during more than 
five decades of entertaining 
around the world. Osmond fans 
will hear Love Me for a Reason, 
Crazy Horses, Down By The 
Lazy River and more. 

The tour starts on December 
8th at the Malvern Theatre. 



■ CHARMER: Tommy Steele shows 
no signs of relinquishing his enthu¬ 
siasm for stage performance. 


Theatre-lovers off 
to summer camp 

GLITTER and sparkle are hitting the West End this summer 
when the Supreme Fabulettes take up residency at the Leicester 
Square theatre, writes Nicky Sweetland. 

Britain’s most acclaimed all-male female close harmony 
vocal group promise 13 spectacular evenings of entertainment 
during July and August in their favourite home. 

I caught up with Richard Rhodes, who plays razor-tongued 
Australian manager Miss Sheila Simmonds, just ahead of their 
opening night and he told me all about the razzle dazzle they 
will be bringing to Leicester Square. 

“It’s high camp, it’s fun and it’s a story of a typical girl band 
like the Supremes. It’s the rise of the girls from the beginnings 
to nowadays. The story has lots of twists and turns, lots of 
campness, lots of glitter, feathers, high heels, make-up, and au¬ 
dience participation. Everyone gets up on their feet singing and 
dancing and it’s just a really good night out.” 

Their live shows, a blend of classic number one hit songs, 
current chart-toppers and original songs by Boy George with 
sweet Glee-style harmonies, wondrous couture costumes and 
cutting-edge variety, have earned a clutch of five-star rave re¬ 
views and have twice been named Nol Critics Choice by Time 
Out. They also featured in the cult TV series Drag Queens of 
London. 

“We’ve got some Supremes numbers, we’ve got Taylor 
Swift, Madonna, Lady Ga Ga and I also do a very special duet 
with my on-stage daughter that’s quintessential Australian. 
We also do some musical numbers like the Cell Block Tango, 
which we’ve had re-written for the show. The audience seem 
to love it. We often do a meet and greet after the show and it’s 
just wonderful to meet people and see what they think about it.” 

The group will then set out on a world tour, taking in Ams¬ 
terdam, New York, Los Angeles, San Francisco, New Orleans, 
Tuscon, Arizona, Portland, South Beach, Copenhagen, Helsi nk i 
and Vienna. 

The Supreme Fabulettes are the vision of the A-list creative 
team behind Kylie Minoque, directed and styled by Klylie’s 
very own legendary creative director, William Baker. 

■ The Supreme Fabulettes' remaining London summer dates 
are Friday 31 July and Saturday 1 August, Friday 7 and Saturday 
8 August, Friday 14 and Saturday 15 August, Friday 21 and Sat¬ 
urday 22 August, Friday 28 and Saturday 29 August. 



“You really can 
change the 
world if you 
Care enough.” 

Marian Edelman 

The British Home is a 
charity that has cared for 
severely disabled people 
for over 150 years. Help 
us to continue our work of 
improving the lives of those 
that need it most. 

Care to help? 
Care to give? 
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TALK OF THE TOWN * Th&entehtainmmbMm&acfwA&Lmdm 


WEST End leading man Michael Xavier is to star alongside Denise Van Outen 
in a strictly limited run of the Cy Coleman classic musical Sweet Charity. The 
concert version of the show made famous by Shirley MacLaine in the 1969 
film adaptation will also star Girls Aloud's Kimberley Walsh and West End 
legend Kerry Ellis. With just six performances at Cadogan Hall, the production 
will also feature the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra in what promises to be a 
feast of musical delight. Xavier, who's a double Olivier nominated actor and 
singer, most recently earned praise for his performance in the award-winning 
Steven Sondheim musical, Assassins, at the Menier Chocolate Factory. 

London Weekly News theatre critic Nicky Sweetland caught up with Michael, 
who is obviously relishing the prospect of working with some of the West 
End's most famous leading ladies. Here he provides a flavour of the story 

Charity 
receives 
the star 
treatment 


44The show is about Char¬ 
ity, who’s a young girl 
working as a dance hall 
hostess in a nightclub but 
dreaming and wanting more 
from life. 

“She’s hoping that she can find a 
man who will look after her because 
she always seems to pick the wrong 
guys. She’s always down on her luck 
until she bumps into a movie star, Vi- 
torio, and ends up spending the night in 
his hotel room. She decides she’s going 
to change her life and things do change 
when she bumps into Oscar, who is a 
claustrophobic, and they get stuck in a 
lift. He goes through this crazed state 
and by the end Charity realises he’s a 
nice guy so they start dating.” 

Michael is actually playing three dif¬ 
ferent characters in the show, which 
had its last West End outing back in 
2010 with the Menier Chocolate Fac¬ 
tory production staring Tamsin Outh- 
waite in the title role. He explains a 
little about the different men he will be 
portraying. 

“I play Charlie at the start, who is the 
bad lad who takes Charity’s money and 
pushes her in the pond. I love getting 
to play different characters within a 
show because it’s an opportunity to be 
as diverse as possible and show people 



I GALAXY OF STARS: Denise van Outen, Kimberley Walsh, Michael Xavier and, main picture, Kerry Ellis. 


that I’ve got more than just the standard 
leading man character under my belt. 
Generally the roles I play are the love 
interest so it’s quite nice to play a nerdy 
character for a change. I’m singing I’m 
the Bravest Individual in the lift with 
Charity and Vitorio has a gorgeous 
number called Too Many Tomorrows, 
but I also sing the title song, Sweet 
Charity, in act two. It’s such a great 
score, and playing with the Royal Phil¬ 
harmonic Orchestra is going to be fan¬ 
tastic.” 

Although it’s been billed as a concert 
version, Michael tells me there will be 
a lot more to it than just standing and 
singing along to the 50-strong orches¬ 
tra. 


“It’s a kind of staged concert ver¬ 
sion, so what that means is we will be 
in an outfit or a costume that will rep¬ 
resent the era and give you a feel of it. 
We’ll have the odd prop here and there 
to help work the scenes. Because the 
orchestra will take up most of the stage 
space there is a very narrow front of 
stage that is the playing area. Where 
normally for a concert you would stand 
with your music, we will be off script 
and moving around. We’ve also got 
dancers from Arts Ed choreographed 
by the brilliant Matt Flint.” 

Xavier’s co-stars will all bring with 
them a huge and quite diverse fan base 
of their own, having each had great 
success within their various showbiz 


fields. Denise Van Outen is perhaps 
most famous for hosting Channel 4’s 
Big Breakfast with Johnny Vaughn but 
has also been critically acclaimed for 
West End roles including Paulette in 
Legally Blond and Roxy Heart in 
Chicago. Kimberly Walsh was one fifth 
of chart-topping band Girls Aloud and 
is about to return to the West End in the 
much anticipated Yuletide musical ver¬ 
sion of Elf, which will open at the Do¬ 
minion Theatre in November. 

Kerry Ellis is well known for her 
portrayal of the Green Witch Elphaba 
in both the West End and Broadway 
versions of the smash hit musical 
Wicked, but has more recently been 
wowing audiences after taking over the 


role of Grizabella from Nicole 
Scherzinger in the new Andrew Lloyd 
Webber production of Cats at the Lon¬ 
don Palladium. 

Michael tells me: “I’ve known Kerry 
for years but we’ve never worked to¬ 
gether and I’ve actually known Denise 
for quite a while too because I’m quite 
good friends with Lee Mead, who’s her 
ex-husband. It’s nice to be working 
with them and to get our teeth into 
some material together. I bumped into 
Kimberely at the Oliviers but this will 
be the first time we’ve worked to¬ 
gether.” 

I ask Michael to sell it to me and tell 
everyone why he thinks people should 
get their tickets before it’s too late. 

“Cadogan Hall is a beautiful little 
venue and feels really intimate and 
close. Other than hearing the Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra playing the 
most wonderful score, people should 
come because it will be a fun night out. 
There’s lots of comedy, romance, and 
tragedy within the structure of the 
story. Denise Van Outen’s fantastic and 
we’ve got Kimberley and Kerry as well 
who are going to sing up a storm. It’s 
going to be a really great night of en¬ 
tertainment.” 

■ Sweet Charity has a strictly limited 
run at Cadogan Hall from the August 
19th to 22nd. Visit cadoganhall.com 


Merchant mixes sensitivity and delirium 


The Mentalists Wyndham's Theatre 


LAST Monday was the press night for 
the much anticipated West End debut 
of multi award-winning writer and co¬ 
creator of The Office, Stephen Mer¬ 
chant, in Richard Bean’s The 
Mentalists at the Wyndham’s Theatre, 
writes Nicky Sweetland. 

It was enjoyed by the great and good 
of the UK comedy fraternity, including 
Jimmy Carr, Dara O’Briain and veteran 
actor Richard Wilson, along with other 
showbiz stars. The play, which is a two 


hander, also starred Gavin and Stacey s 
Steffan Rhodri in this comedic look 
into a bizarre friendship between two 
unlikely comrades. 

The tale takes place in a seedy hotel 
room where we meet Ted, played by 
Merchant, a middle manager stuck in a 
dull life which offers nothing towards 
the dreamy existence with which he 
has become obsessed. 

His best friend Morrie, a barber and 
part time soft pom film maker, has 
been roped into making a video to pro¬ 
mote the life ideal which his friend 
hopes the world will embrace. As the 


story unfolds so does Ted’s constitution 
as we come to realise he has more per¬ 
sonality flaws than are at first apparent. 

Merchant as Ted is gawky and awk¬ 
ward and at times in act one doesn’t 
seem at all at home on the stage. 

His performance in act two is much 
more plausible and he portrays the bro¬ 
ken man with both sensitivity and delir¬ 
ium. 

He is often outshone by the fabulous 
Rhodri, whose camp and yet macho 
Morrie delights the audience with clas¬ 
sic anecdotes and one liners which 
keep the pace and interest intact during 


an otherwise slightly slow act 
one. 

The play is amusing but I 
never felt myself laughing out 
loud, although many of the press 
night audience did. It is an interest¬ 
ing and compassionate insight into 
a friendship between two men 
who have been through the 
British care system and at 
times is vey touching, but 
needs a little more pace 
and I would have pre¬ 
ferred there to have been 
no interval. 



■ STUCK IN A 
RUT: Middle 
manager 
Stephen 
Merchant. 
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WINE (y DINE 

Perfect summer pasta 


The food and 
drink page for 
West London 


T HE sizzling weather might signal the start of 
holiday season for many of us, but while we 
slow down into relax mode, Italian cook 
Gennaro Contaldo is gearing up for another busy 
summer. 

A great friend and mentor to Jamie Oliver, Con¬ 
taldo is heavily involved in Oliver's Italian restau¬ 
rant chain, which includes branches at Co vent 
Garden, London Bridge, Angel, Canary Wharf, 
Greenwich, Victoria and Shepherd’s Bush, and has 
just released The Pasta Book - his second cookery 
title this year - which is tied in with the younger 
chefs o nli ne Food Tube channel. 

It's hard work, but work he clearly loves. 

"A chef will always be a chef, it doesn't matter 
what kind of weather it is," reasons the 66-year-old, 
who splits his time between London and Norfolk, 
with his wife Liz and their 11-year-old twin daugh¬ 
ters. 

"It's nice to have a rest in the summer, but summer 
is also a nice time in the restaurant. The market 
stalls are full of incredible fresh vegetables, fish, 
herbs... People walk around with a big smile on 
their faces. It makes you happy." 

Contaldo - who tries to bat away being called a 
chef, preferring to refer to himself as a cook ("You 
can call me a chef when I am 100 years old. It is a 
chance for me to live longer") - was born on the 
Amalfi Coast and has been whipping up meals 
since he was nine-years-old, having been bitten by 
the foodie bug when he started helping out in a 
restaurant that belonged to friend of his father. 

Frequently swapping recipes and tips with Oliver 
and his other great pal Antonio Carluccio, who he 
travelled around Italy with to film 2011 cookery se¬ 
ries Two Greedy Italians, Contaldo's daughters 
have also felt the benefit of his wisdom, and 
learned to cook at a "very, very, very young age". 

"At the age of seven, they could make their own 
risotto," he reveals proudly. 

"They can go into a restaurant and choose what¬ 
ever they like. They do that. I'm a cook you see, it's 
a part of the culture. You never know where they 
might be later on in life, it's nice to know they will 
be able to make something to eat." 

Even though their father will be within arm's 
reach of the kitchen this summer, the family will 
make plenty of trips to Norfolk, to relax in their 
200-year-old cottage and enjoy the nearby seaside. 

"I was born near the sea," Contaldo says. "The 
first thing I heard was the sea. 

"The sea was my swimming pool and the beach 



I GENNARO Contaldo - pasta is the perfect meal for summer 


was my playground. I do miss the 
sea. When I first came to England, 
the nearest place to see the sea was 
Brighton, and I couldn't wait to go 
and run my fingers through it. 

"It would transport me to my home 
town, because the sea goes to every 
corner, every channel, everywhere. If 
I touch the sea, it is a touch to my 
home town. The sea is peace to me." 

Although the sea is no longer in 
daily touching distance, Contaldo 
seeks solace in his plate, loading up 
on pasta dishes with plenty of fresh 


fish. 

And rather than being stodgy and 
heavy, he insists that pasta is the per¬ 
fect meal for summer. 

"Summer pasta is good, everything 
is fresh and in season," he says. 

"Use your imagination and think, 
'I've got this nice ingredient, it will 
go well with the pasta and make a 
lovely marriage'. Just don't experi¬ 
ment too much. 

"You can give it a go and say, 'You 
know what? Gennaro said it was 
good and he was right!"' 


I * 

I I jf* 

—- 

v* 4 * till) 



Try one of Gennaro's recipes from his 
new pasta book: 

SIMPLE TUNA BUCATINI 

(Serves 2) 

200g bucatini pasta 
Sea salt 

1 large clove of garlic, peeled 

1 fresh red chilli 

2 anchovy fillets 
4 ripe cherry 
tomatoes 

Extra virgin olive oil 
1 x 180g tin of 
quality tuna, in olive 
oil 

Itbsp baby capers, 
rinsed 

Juice from 1/2 a 
lemon 

lOOg wild rocket, 
washed 


Cook the bucatini in a large pan of boil¬ 
ing salted water until al dente. 

Meanwhile, finely slice the garlic and 
chilli, then roughly chop the anchovies 
and tomatoes. Heat three tablespoons of 
oil (use the oil from the tin of tuna for 
added flavour, if you can) in a frying pan 
over a medium heat, then add the garlic, 
chilli, anchovies and capers. Fry for two 
minutes, then add the tomatoes and 
toss well. 

Reserving some of the cooking water, 
drain the bucatini and add to the sauce. 
Toss well over the heat until lovely and 
glossy, adding a splash of the cooking 
water to loosen, if needed. 

Flake in the tuna, then add some 
lemon juice and most of the rocket. Toss 
well to warm the tuna through and wilt 
the rocket, then season carefully with 
salt and more lemon juice. Serve with a 
drizzle of oil, and a scattering of the re¬ 
served rocket. 


< 5 > 


MARK HIX'S 
RECIPE 
OF THE WEEK 


Broad bean hummus 

SERVES 4-6 

T HIS is a great alternative to the traditional hummus most 
people buy from the supermarket. You can make this with 
frozen broad beans, which will cut down the preparation 
time, and, to be perfectly honest with you, you won't know the dif¬ 
ference. 

500g broad beans (podded weight) 

5 cloves of garlic, peeled and sliced 
150ml olive or rapeseed oil 
Salt and freshly ground black pepper 
For the relish 

1 large spring onion, trimmed and finely chopped 
1 small red chilli, finely chopped 
50ml olive or rapeseed oil 
A handful of coriander leaves, washed 

Cook the broad beans in boiling salted water for 4-5 minutes, 
then drain in a colander over a bowl, putting the liquid to one side. 
Remove about 150g of peas and put to one side for the relish. Mix 
the rest of the broad beans with the sliced garlic and about 200ml 
of the hot cooking liquid, and discard the rest. 

Transfer the broad beans, sliced garlic and cooking liquid into a 
food processor, season and blend on a high speed until smooth, 
trickling in the oil as it is blending. The mixture needs to be as 
smooth as possible. You can finish it off in a liquidiser if you have 
one and the food processor isn't doing the job. Transfer to a bowl 
and cover the surface with clingfilm until required. 

To make the relish: remove the outer skins from the broad beans, 
put them in a bowl with the spring onion, chilli and oil, season and 
mix well. Chop about three quarters of the coriander and mix with 
the relish. 

To serve, spoon the broad bean puree on to serving plates, spoon 
the relish over and scatter the remaining coriander on top. 
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Qulified Accountant 

Small home practise 
Low fees 
Prompt service 
0208 677 3675 


Caravan & Camping 


ADHD/SEN/DYSLEXIA | 2 Bedroom Static Caravan for Sale 



HOME SCHOOLING 


email: 

Mr Coles 
MA Ed Spec 

walter.coles@btinternet.com 

Walter 

020 7738 2455 


Articles Wanted 


OUT OF THE FLOOR RECORDS 

25 Years in Camden NW1 

REGGAE + ALL JAMAICAN MUSIC 

(+60’s, 70’s Soul, Jazz, Boogie, Disco, Hip Hop, Etc.) 
Forget the rest! We pay the best!! Cash Waiting!! 

Jake 020 7485 9958 / 07961 315874 


GREAT FIRST 
TIME BUY, 

NOW ONLY 

£17,500 

Stunning 4* Holiday 
Park, Isle of Wight. 

Surrounded by beautiful 
countryside, close to town 
centre and just 1.8 miles 
from the beach. 

Excellent on-site facilities. 
Perfect for families with young 
children or as a quiet retreat. 
Open 12 months of the year. 



Call or Text 
Kerry on 
07568 147 015 



VINYL CORK EFFECT FLOOR 
COVERING £10, 54" width x 
108 Length). 020 8693 4158 



BARGAIN BUYS, 2 BMX 
BIKES, 2 BI-FOLD DOORS, 
DOUBLE GLAZED DOOR, 

Call Steve 07896 975 745 




COZY AIR FLOOR FAN model 
CHS16, 60 watts, 3 speeds, 
working in good condition £8. 
Evolution MR149 Midi 
Keyboard battery AC 220 240 
912 power adaptor in close 
condition £20. 020 7733 1836 + 
07877 818 162 


ROYAL ALBERT BONE CHINA 

England Pixie Pink sugar bowl 
and milk jug. Good condition 
£10. Silver thimble £10. Tel: 020 
8858 7569 


Bargain Buys 


TOTAL EXERCISE MACHINE 

£40. AB Trak Exercise machine, 
Bissel Floor Cleaner £40. 24" 
Bike need some work done on it 
£25. Tel: 020 8690 3046. Tel: 
020 8690 3046 


MATTRESS double less than a 
year old, pale blue colour, buyer 
collects £10. Only Tel: 020 8333 
2944 


CHRISTMAS TREE 3ft with 
green pot, full green foliage with 
white snow effect, used once, 
20 small fairy lights. Box of new 
decorations baubles. Novelty 
items etc. perfect condition 
£20. 020 8312 2476 


FUTON SOFA RFO WITH 


GIRLS SCHOOL DRESSES 

cardigans, summer and winter 
ages 4yrs-7yrs as new 50p-£1. 
Men's Designers shirts "Polo", 
"Pierce Cardin" "Yves Saint 
LaurenT". Large - ex large x 4 
£20 the lot, excellent condition. 
Tel: 020 8855 8824 




‘ Static caravan for sale on 
camber sands holiday park. 
Excellent condition & 2015 site 
fees paid. Amazing facilities!!!! 
Guaranteed funding available 
from £1,000 Deposit and £211 
per month. Call Luke on 079501 
27697 


FOLD UP WHEELCHAIR used 
once, in very good condition. 
£70 ono. Tel: 07944 398 940 



SQUARE WOODEN FOLD UP 
TABLE with 4 chairs with arms 
& cast umbrella stand, £25. 
Wooden Bench Seat with cush¬ 
ion £20. Metal wheel barrow. 
£15. 07944 398 940 


YOUR LOCAL 
NEWSPAPER 

BEST FOR NEWS, SPORT, 
JOBS, CARS & HOMES 


GEORGE FOREMAN GRILL 10 

piece setting in good condition. 
Cost new £55 accept £25 ono. 
Tel: 07944 398 940 

WHITE BUSH MICROWAVE 

model BMX608 size (h) 29.5, w), 
45.8 (I). £67. Bush VCR903 
video rec, remote and instruc¬ 
tions £17. Tel: 020 8670 4682 




LARGE BUTLER SINK ideal 
restoration or garden planter 
£30 vgc. pair of large hoppers, 
unusual shape, rare, cast iron, 
perfect condition £100. Smaller 
pair £50. 020 8855 8824 


3 PIECE EXTENSION WOOD¬ 
EN LADDER ideal for the 
handyman. £15 ono. Tel: 020 
8330 5867 




MOSES BASKET AND ROCK¬ 
ET STAND perfect condition 
£15. Baby bath and bowl, yel¬ 
low £5. Bag of baby clothes too 
many to count, all good makes. 
£15. All items in wash and 
ironed and excellent condition. 
Tel: 020 8855 8824 

FOUR IN ONE PRAM 

purple/silver cross, excellent 
condition, including moses bas¬ 
ket, changing mat, changing 
bag. Pram turn into buggy, new¬ 
born to three years. Cost £600 
asking price £250 ono. SE8 
area can deliver. 


SOLDIER wooden 15" high, 
brown and gold in colour, han¬ 
dle at back moves mouth up 
and down. White hair and 
beard. Black sword with belt. 
Perfect condition £10. 020 8312 
2476 


SUBBUTEO wanted, especially 
1970's football teams. Tel: 
07774 788 791 or 01344 453 
370 or MrChrisAllen@aol.com 

SUBBUTEO wanted, especially 
1970's football teams. Tel: 
07774 788 791 or 01344 453 
370 or MrChrisAllen@aol.com 


Wanted 


WANTED: RECORDS 

ROCK, POP, PUNK, INDIE, REGGAE, SOUL... 

IP’S AND SINGLES - WHOLE COLLECTIONS WELCOME 

CASH PAID! 

CALL: 07956832314 / 0208 677 6907 
or Email: vinylwanted@aol.com 
ALSO INTERESTED IN NON CHART CD COLLECTIONS 



FISHING CHAIR very comfort¬ 
able hardly used £25. Tel: 020 
8771 5583. Thornton Heath 


FUTON SOFA BED WITH 
MATTRESS in good condition. 
It folds out from a seat to com¬ 
fortable bed. Measurements 
approx, width (122cm) and 
length 6ft (185.5 cm). Collection 
from Streatham - £30. Ring 020 
8677 4227 


Pets & Livestock 


For Sale, 9 week old pure whippet male puppy 
called Dylan. 

A Beautiful animal with silvery brindle coat. 

Very people friendly. Perfect age to start training. 
Needs boosters (2) at 12-14 weeks. 

Dylan is for sale at £400 ono. 

Contact Graeme on 07940 496 389. (SE1). 




SATELLITE RECEIVER KIT 

£60. Tel: 07880 597 732 

ANYBODY WITH VHS 
RECORDER video tapes free of 
charge, must collect. SE15 
area. Tel: 020 7732 0395 

GUITAR SHAPED CD HOLD¬ 
ER holds about 70 CDS/DVDs. 
Turquoise colour, very cool col¬ 
lection. From Streatham £8. 
Very strong metal. Tel: 020 8677 
4277 


MODEL RAILWAY Items want¬ 
ed good prices paid for your 
locos, rolling stock. All makes 
considered please call 020 
8304 9180 with details 


AFFORDABLE 
DECORATING & 
PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Fully Insured 
Family-run business 

Kitchen & Bathrooms 
Painting/Decorating 
Flooring/Tiling 
and all your building 
needs! 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 


Air Conditioning 


HOVER ELECTRIC LAWN 
MOWER with grass box, Hardly 
used, three positions, good 
working order price £40. Tel: 
020 8697 8436 



Air Conditioning 
dir Well Chiller A Freezer Rooms 

svstenjs v R "* n g cra1, °' 1 

' Heat Recovery 

Ventilation 

Fabrication, Install, Repairs 

Same Day Quote 

Call: 020 7060 5096 

WWW.ttie3VCOndltiOnin9COinpany.CO.Utl 


Builder 

Roofing, 
Brickwork, 
Plastering, 
Electrics, 
Carpentry, 
Kitchens, Interior 
Tiling, Driveways, 
Plumbing, 
Landscaping, 
Bathrooms, Shop 
Fitting, Decorating 
and Extensions, 
New Buildings. 
No Job Too Big 
Or Too Small! 

07737 230 407 
07448 568 000 



CARPET 

CLEANING 

Professional 
reliable service 
Fully insured 

07717 527 017 
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London# News 

To advertise your unwanted items. Sell them in London Weekly News Series for FREE. 

CLASSIFICATION 


Telephone Number inc. Code . 

Town. 

ADVERTISERS NAME. 

Text of advertisment (Max. 40 words) 


London Weekly News, FREE ADS 
Sixth Floor, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, Penge SE20 7TS 


ANY ITEMS UNDER £50 FREE. PETS, 
LIVESTOCK OR FIREARMS NOT INCLUDED. 
ITEMS OVER £50 PLEASE CALL CLARRY: 

020 8768 4931 

PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY. 
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Electrical Services 



! Terry. G. George Electrical Sei 
All Electrical & Testing work under 

• Lighting 'Sockets 'Fuseboards »Ri 

• Cooker Connections • Test Certificates 

| Tel: 0208-552-9942 

vices 

taken 

2-wiring 


MCA i as 

switched-on 

ELECTRICAL 

All aspects of Electrical 

Work undertaken in a 
professional and 
reliable manner. 

Rewires, Fuse Boards, 

Certificates, Testing 
and Inspection. 

All work carried out in 
a professional and 
reliable manner. 

07551 757 744 

switched-on-@hotmail.co.uk 


AJB 

ELECTRICAL 

ALL INSTALLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN. 
QUICK, RELIABLE 
SERVICE. 
GUARANTEED 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
NICEIC APPROVED 
020 8694 9924 
07860 770 643 


DBZ Electronics 

TV, VIDEO & HI FI 

REPAIRS & SERVICES 
FREE QUOTE 

Call SAM 

020 3674 0508 
07909 660 114 

TV, LCD, PLASMA, DVD 
HIFI, HOME CINEMA 
SYSTEMS & COMPUTERS 



AFFORDABLE 
FENCING & 
LANDSCAPES 
PATIOS & DECKING 
7 DAYS A WEEK 

We will beat any written 
quotation 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736548 

We will give good discounts 
for OAP’s 

Free Estimates and Advice 
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Plumbing & Heating 


BOILER HEATING 
PLUMBING SPECIALISTS 

We can cover all your needs with just one call 

S Boiler & Heating Repairs / Renew / Updates / Boiler Service / Power 
Flushing / Plumbing Repairs / Leaks / New Tanks / Ball Valves 
/ Dripping Taps / Friendly Local Service / All Works Guaranteed 

Tel: 0203 397 9532 

~ www.firstcallplumbingandheating.co.uk sale 



J R MORTIMER 

Family business for 
over 60 years 
Large/small removals 
Local/long distance 
Friendly & helpful service 
Free estimates 
Phone 020 8856 3982 
john.mortimer@hotmail.co.uk 


AFFORDABLE 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 
7 DAYS 



T&S 

ROOFING 
& BUILDING 


NEW UPVC Fascia - Soffits 
& Guttering Installed 


All Roofing Work Undertaken 
Tiles/Slates Replaced 
Chimney Stacks Lowered 
Repaired and Rebuilt 

Gutters Cleaned from £35 


Exterior Painting 

Free Estimates - All Work Guaranteed 

Freephone - 0800 858 9682 
Mobile: 07503 705 092 
Find us on www.trustatrader.com 



ALLAWAY 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 
ALL AREAS 
FULLY LICENSED 

020 3723 7525 
07983 973 356 

We will beat any 
quote! 



Highly secure storage facility 
with mailbox hire & packaging supplies 


MR BEE 
REMOVALS 

From £20 per hour 

Reliable man with vans for removals. 
Single items to houses, flats, offices 
and clearance. 

Anytime, anywhere. 
(Separate van for rubbish clearance.) 
Fully insured. 

020 3302 2275 
07773 673 535 

mrbeeremovals@hotmail.co.uk 

www.mrbeeremovals.com 


A WEEK 

We will beat 
any quote 
Call Tom 
0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

www.moveyourrubbish.co.uk 


Leisure 


Clairvoyants 
& Psychic 
Events 


MR AMIN 



Or MW MMI 
oreoa MtrsTj 



Public Notices 


NOTICE OF APPLICATION TO THE LONDON BOROUGH 
OF HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM FOR A LICENCE 
UNDER THE LICENSING ACT 2003 

NOTICE IS GIVEN THAT Sharon Isaac-Upton, of 22 Aldensley 
Road, London W6 0DH has applied to the London Borough of 
Hammersmith and Fulham for the variation of a premises 
licence/premises certificate or provisional statement, for the 
premises Brackenburys, 22 Aldensley Road, London W6 0DH. 

The proposed activities to be authorised by the licence are: Variation 
of current licence from Off Licence to both off and on licence, 
current hours are Monday-Saturday 08:00-23:00 and Sunday 10:00- 
22:30. 

Anyone wishing to make a representation about this application 
must give notice in writing specifying the grounds of representation 
to the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham, FAO: 
Licensing Section, Transport & Technical Services, PO Box 66532, 
London W8 9GJ or licensing@lbhf. gov.uk to be received by 15th 
August 2015. 

A record of the application details may be inspected at 
www.lbhf.gov.uk/licensing or by appointment (020 8753 1081) at 
the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham, Environment 
Department Reception, 1 st Floor, Town Hall Extension, King Street, 
Hammersmith, London W6 9JU. 

Persons making representations will be invited to attend in person a 
public hearing before a Licensing Sub-Committee of the Council. 

It is an offence liable on conviction to a fine up to Level 5 on the 
standard scale under Section 158 of the Licensing Act to knowingly 
or recklessly make a false statement in connection with this 
application. 


PLACE YOUR 
PREMISES LICENCE 
WITH US FOR ONLY 
£112 plus VAT 

Call Candy 

020 8768 4919 

Deadline is Friday at dpm 




Notice Board 


To get on the notice board call 020 8768 4939 or e-mail: danielle.kelly@slp.co.uk 



l KC L'LRCLUU! 
h Small Building Work y 

J No job too small'No job too small J 

iPlease call Alan 07597 663 838i 


Qwitrhprl-nn AI1 aspects of Electrical Work 

OVVIIUICU Ull undertaken in a professional and 

ELECTRICAL reliablemanner 

Rewires, Fuse Boards, 

; : Certificates, Testing and 
Inspection. 

07551 757 744 

swltched-on-@hotmall.co.uk 


RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

Garden, Houses and Flats 
24 Hour Service 

Call Stephen 

0208 678 0341 07900 467 898 


/\ "fcte • Residential & Commercial 
u> South East 'FullyInsured « 
7 / Rubbish clearance • Waste Carriers Licence 


BOILER HEATING PLUMBING SPECIALISTS 

Mi We can cover all your needs with just one call 


Flushing / Plumbing Repairs! Leaks / New Tanks / Ball Valves 


020 8485 7426 * 07824118 659 

Southeastnaintenance@outlook.com 


I 


Tel: 0203 397 9532 

www.firstcallplumbingandheating.co.uk 


MAN & VAN I 

FULLY INSURED “ 

*">•020 8659 7373 - r» 
07947 994 752 

From £26 Email: info@storytotell.co.uk • Visit: storytotell.co.uk From£5[l ™ 
perliour Minimal Fee Applies To Jobs Less Than 2 hours perhour Discount 

STORAGE - HOUSE & RUBBISH CLEARANCES 


AFFORDABLE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

Fully insured - Family run business 

Kitchens & Bathrooms, Painting/Decorating, 
Flooring/Tiling and all your building needs 

0800 622 6889/07506 736548 


AFFORDABLE REMOVALS 

House Clearance - Furniture Bought 
All Areas Covered 

Family run since 1987 

08006226889-07506736548 


Terry. G. George Electrical Services 

All Electrical & Testing work undertaken 

• Lighting ‘Sockets • Fuseboards • Re-wiring 

• Cooker Connections • Test Certificates : 

Tel: 0208-552-9942 '* 


AFFORDABLE FENCING & LANDSCAPES 
PATIOS and DECKING 
7 DAYS AINEEK 

We will beat any written quotation 

08006226889 07506 736548 

j We will give good discounts for OAP’s 

Free Estimates and Advice 


TO ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS ON 

THE NOTICEBOARD 

Call Danielle 020 8768 4939 
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LONDON WEEKLY JOBS 


Call: 


0208 768 4919 


candy.brown@slp.co.uk 



Media Sales Executive 

South London Press (Ltd) has been published in this area and 
been a part of the community in South London since 1865. 

AN OPPORTUNITY HAS ARISEN 
TO JOIN OUR BUSY SALES TEAM. 

We are looking for really exceptional individuals who can become 
part of our commercial division which we are currently expanding. 

The successful candidates will have many responsibilities in this varied 
sales role, giving priority to developing new business by cold calling 
and building relationships with prospective clients. 

To be successful in our business you need to have a flexible approach 
to work and be prepared to dig in and roll up your sleeves 
when the going gets a little bit tough! 

A proven sales background is preferred but we are looking for 
highly motivated individuals who are keen to learn and keen to earn. 

A good command of the English language and good writing skills are most 
definitely a prerequisite, as are good listening skills. 

What is in it for you: Basic Salary plus tiered bonus structure. 
5 weeks holiday per annum. Pension Scheme (after qualifying 
period). Fully expensed company car. On-going training. 

If this sounds like the opportunity for you please contact 

# Karen on 020 8768 4903 or 

karen@slp.co.uk 

Previous applicants need not apply. 


South London Press (1865) Ltd. is part of the Tindle Newspapers Ltd., 
a group of privately owned, independent, family newspapers. 


-\ 

000 

J06S 

Turn to 
Expert 
Services 

V_ 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS, 
RECRUITMENT, 
EDUCATION, 
SERVICES, 
FAMILY & PUBUC 
NOTICES 

CALL 

020 8768 
4939 

OUR STAFF ARE 
WAITING TO TAKE 
YOUR CALL! 


Bright Energetic 
Nursery Practitioner 

needed in SW9 with 
minimum level 3 qualification, 
Knowledge of EYFS 
principles and practice 
essential. Good speaking 
and writing English Skills, 

020 7274 8333 



Experienced 

Mechanic 

Required 

to work in our family 
business at Sidcup. 
Call 020 8300 2450 
or c/v to 

steveweal@aol.com 


General 


EXPERIENCED HEALTHCARE 
PERSONAL ASSISTANT 

Required to assist a paralysed 
gentleman in Wimbledon. 
Previous complex care experience 
essential and a qualification prefer¬ 
able. 

P/T hours, 6-18 per week at £9 per 
hour depending on experience. 
Call Stpeh on 07775 803 038 



RARE BUTCHERS LTD 

Have vacancies for: 

Office Manager 

Factory Manager 

Accounts Manager 
Experienced Butchers 

Trainee Butchers 

OUT OF 
WORK? 

Join Job Seekers Club 
57-59 Trinity Road 
SW17 7SD 

Cleaners 

Please Email: 
bucthersiobs@amail.com 

Ring Walter: 

020 7738 2455 

walter.coles@btinternet.com 


CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ALL ADVERTISEMENTS 

Orders are accepted by the Publishers subject to the Standard Conditions agreed between the Newspaper Society and the Institute of 
Practitioners in Advertising. Save that: 

1. Advertisements are accepted on the conditions that (a) descriptions relating to goods are accurate and in no way contravene the provisions 
of the Trade Descriptions Act 1968, and the Fair Trading Act 1973, and (b) the copy complies with the British Code of Advertising Practice. 
Advertisements offering credit or hire facilities must conform to the Consumer Credit (Advertisements) Regulations 1980. 

2. ‘Classified’ Advertisers offering goods or service of a business, commercial or trade nature will, at the discretion of the Publishers, be 
deemed Trade Advertisers’, and as such, must include their names in advertisements. A telephone number is an optional addition to these 
requirements and not an alternative. 

To comply with the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 1977, Trade Advertisers must make it clear that they are selling goods in the 
course of business either by content, format, size or place of the advertisement or by including words such as ‘trade’, ‘dealer’, ‘agent’, 
‘wholesaler’, ‘(T)’ etc. in the advertisement. 

3. The Publishers accept no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage however caused arising out of: 

(a) Any error, inaccuracy or omission in the printing or publishing of any advertisement; 

(b) Any failure to publish an advertisement on the day / date or day / dates specified by the advertiser; or 

(c) Any delay in forwarding or omission to forward replies to box numbers to the Advertiser. 

4. The Publishers will endeavour to publish advertisements on the day / date or day / dates specified by the Advertiser but insertion days / 
dates cannot be guaranteed. 

5. Where shrinkage of advertisement occurs for whatever reasons the advertisement will be charged to the nearest full centimetre. This will 
NOT apply to the full-page advertisements, which remain full pages even after shrinkage. 

6. The Publishers reserve the right to reject an advertisement or to vary it in any way they deem fit, at any time before publication, whether oi 
not the advertisement has already been accepted for publication. 

7. Whilst every effort is made to minimise errors in advertisements, mistakes do sometimes occur. Advertisers or their agents should there¬ 
fore check their advertisements and inform us of any errors immediately. Responsibility cannot be accepted for more than one incorrect 
insertion. Typographical or minor changes, which do not affect the value of the advertisement, do not qualify for republication or allowances. 

8. All gross advertising rates (except classified lineage and semi-display) are subject to and include a 0.1% Advertising Standards Board of 
Finance surcharge, payable by the advertisers to help finance the self-regulatory control system administered by the Advertising Standards 
Authority. 

9. All rates quoted are subject to VAT at the rate currently in force at the time the advertisement appears. 

10. Should the rate for advertisements be altered the price for remaining insertions shall be revised accordingly or the publishers shall have 
the right to cancel the unexpired portion of the order. 

11. The placing of an advertisement order will be deemed an acceptance of these conditions. 

12. Account facilities are granted at the discretion of the Company. 

13. All accounts must be settled within the terms agreed by the Company and the Customer. 

(1) Should an advertiser be in breach of the agreed terms, the publisher shall be entitled to levy a 10% surcharge on the value of the whole 
debt in respect of accounts with terms of less than 30 days, and any discounts or commissions that had been allowed will be 
reclaimed. 

(2) Regular monthly accounts that are in breach of the agreed terms will pay an interest rate of 6% above the current bank of England 
base rate for each month that the account is overdue and discounts or commissions that had been allowed will be reclaimed. Should 
Legal action be required the interest will be charged in accordance with the County Court Act 1984. 

14. Where an advertiser instructs / appoints an advertising agent to act on their behalf, the advertiser will remain jointly and severally liable 
for payment in respect for an advertisement(s) should the appointed agent fail to pay. For the avoidance of doubt, the agent acts for the 
advertiser and not for the publisher with the agent being responsible for notifying the advertiser of this liability. 

15. All queries must be notified, preferably in writing to the accounts department of the publisher within 7 days of the invoice date. 

16. All digital services are maintained in partnership with the publishers’ hosting service providers. Every effort is made to ensure the conti¬ 
nuity of these services, but some occasional technical downtime beyond the publishers control may occur. The publisher and its associated 
companies shall be under no liability if the production and distribution of web services is delayed or prevented by any cause beyond the con¬ 
trol of the publisher. 

17. The Publisher may provide voucher copies for published advertisements in electronic form only subject to certain criteria. Further infor¬ 
mation is available on request. 

18. The copyright of advertisements produced wholly or partially by the Publishers belong to the Publishers. Advertisers may not reproduce 
such advertisements without the Publishers’ consent. 

Box Numbers 

Boxes are open for the receipt of bona fide answers and are not available for distribution of trade canvassing matter. Original testimonials, 
goods, cash, cash stamps or payments of any kind must not be enclosed. A box Number and postal address are charged as part of the adver¬ 
tisement, i.e. Box No., centre address. There is no charge for forwarding replies. 

Box numbers alone are not available for use in ‘Trade’ advertisements, other than Employment and Business Opportunities. 

Holiday & Travel Category 

All advertising must contain the name of the advertiser, phone number alone are not permitted. 

Data Protection 

The service you have requested may require us to carry out a credit search at a credit-referencing agency, which will record the fact that a 
search has been made. We may need to share your information with other lenders and credit reference agencies. However, we will only use 
the information from these searches to make credit-granting decisions and, if necessary, for fraud prevention or tracing debtors. 

Data controller will use your information for administration and analysis. We may share your information with other Tindle Group Newspaper 
companies or carefully selected third parties. We, or they, may send you details of other goods and services, which may be of interest to you. 
The information may be provided by letter, telephone or other reasonable means of communication. Calls may be recorded or monitored for 
training purposes. 

Special conditions apply with regard to the advertising of adult services, which are outlined to all persons submitting such advertisements. 
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Email your sports news, reports and pictures to Tony McDonald 

at sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


Villa set sights 
on Austin bid 


A STON Villa became odds-on 

favourites to sign QPR hot-shot 
Charlie Austin as LWN Sport went to 
press on Monday. 


The Midlands club had 
been priced at 16/1 to 
capture Austin only a 
matter of days ago but 
their odds have been 
slashed to 8/15. 

Of course, in the 
frenetic world of 
modern football, where 
anything can change in 
an instant, Austin could 
well be posing for press 
photos in another club’s 
shirt by the time you 
read this! 

Austin, who scored 18 
goals for relegated 
Rangers last season and 
earned a call-up to the 
England squad in June, 
has also been linked in 
media reports with a 
possible move to a 
number of Premier 
League clubs, including 
Newcastle United, 
Chelsea, Southampton, 
Crystal Palace, 
Bournemouth and West 
Ham United. 

QPR have always 
insisted that they will 
not sell their top scorer 
and biggest asset for less 
than £15m, which 
appears to have ruled 
most of the above 
suitors out of the 
reckoning. 

Villa became the most 


logical destination for 
the former Swindon 
Town and Burnley 
centre-forward after 
they saw England 
midfielder Fabian Delph 
leave for Manchester 
City in an £8m deal and, 
more significantly, were 
then forced to sell their 
leading striker Christian 
Benteke to Liverpool, 
who triggered his 
release clause for an 
eye-watering £32.5m 
just days later. 

If Benteke passes his 
Liverpool medical this 
week and the deal goes 
through without any 
unexpected last minute 
hitches, Villa manager 
Tim Sherwood will be in 
urgent need of a proven 
striker capable of 
scoring 20 Premier 
League goals a season. 

And Austin, 26, fits 
the bill perfectly. 

Three of his 18 goals 
last season came against 
Aston Villa - the club 
where Sherwood took 
over as manager in mid- 
February after being 
widely tipped to succeed 
Harry Redknapp as R’s 
new boss before Chris 
Ramsey was appointed 
at Loftus Road. 


LOFTUS ROAD 
* 3 RANGERS REVIEW 

J With Tony McDonald 



■ CHARLIE Austin 

Sherwood, Ramsey and 
QPR’s director of 
Football Fes Ferdinand 
are good friends from 
their time together as 
members of the 
Tottenham Hotspur 
coaching staff, so that’s 
another possible factor 
pointing Austin in the 
direction of Villa Park. 

Belgium international 
Benteke, 24, scored 13 
goals last season to help 
Villa avoid relegation. 

But if he is valued at 
£32.5m, even allowing 
for the age difference of 
two years between the 


two strikers, then QPR 
should bank on 
receiving at least £15m 
for their top player in a 
wildly escalating 
transfer market. 

■ QPR’s Brazilian 
midfielder Sandro will 
be able to apply for a 
new work permit once 
clearance has been 
given by the football 
authorities. 

R’s were advised not 
to pick the 26-year-old 
at the end of last season 
because of an issue 
with his visa. 

The club had their 
sponsorship licence 
suspended by the Home 
Office but it has now 
been reinstated. The 
licence lets clubs apply 
for visas for players 
from non-EU countries. 

Sandro joined QPR 
from Tottenham last 
summer, for a reported 
fee of £10m. 

He made 17 
appearances for the 
west Fondon club but 
missed the last three 
games of the season 
following his visa 
issues. 


■ FULHAM - From page 28 

What no-one at Fulham is saying at the 
moment is whether a sell-on clause has been 
included in the youngster's transfer to Man City - 
reported to be an initial fee of £2m plus add-ons. 

When Liverpool lured the then 15-year-old 
Raheem Sterling away from QPR for around 
£400,000 in 2010, Rangers shrewdly insisted 
upon inserting a clause that will see them receive 
20 per cent - somewhere between £9-10m - of 
the £49m fee City agreed to pay Liverpool for the 
England winger last week. 

On loan for season 

Another question Fulham fans wanted an 
answer to is: what chance Roberts being allowed 
to rejoin Whites on loan for this season? 

By signing him, City are meeting their need to 
bolster their quota of English players and buying 
long-term potential, not proven experience. 
Roberts is likely to be assigned to almost 
permanent bench duty in his first season with the 
2014 Premier League champions. 

But if Symons promised City that Roberts would 
get plenty of game-time in the Championship 
this season, then a regular stint in the second tier 
could prove beneficial to the player's gradual 
development. 

On the other hand, City boss Manuel Pellegrini 
may prefer Roberts to stay close and believe his 
progression towards the first team will be best 
served by being around and training with world 
class stars such as Sergio Aguero and David Silva 
on a daily basis. 


Whites win at Crawley 

■ KIT Symons was pleased to see his Fulham 
side continue their pre-season preparations 
with a 3-1 win at Crawley Town on Saturday. 

Tom Cairney's early strike was cancelled out by 
Izale McLeod's penalty but Jazz Richards and 
Liam Donnelly ensured the Whites left the 
League Two ground in Sussex with a victory. 

"We had to work for the win, we squandered a 
few chances so we're a bit rusty still but it was a 
very good workout for the players," Symons said. 

"We had plenty of chances in each half and 
should have won both quite comfortably. 

"Andy Lonergan had to make a good save at 2-1 
but, overall, I couldn't ask any more from how 
pre-season is going. There's still a lot of work to 
do, obviously, but I'm pleased so far." 

■ CHELSEA continue to clear out the 
bottleneck of development players stuck 
behind the first team squad by the loaning of 
Tomas Kalas to Middlesbrough for next 
season. 

Kalas played the second half of the season at 
The Riverside under Mourinho's great friend and 
Boro manager Aitor Karanka. 

■ BLUES' Ladies came crashing down to earth 
in the WSL match at Sunderland on Saturday, 
going down 4-0. It was the league leader's first 
defeat of the season. 

However, Chelsea remain top of the WSL - two 
points clear of Arsenal after eight matches each. 
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■ SURREY have not given up hope of 
reaching their third consecutive NatWest 
T20 Blast finals day. 

Last Friday’s victory over Somerset, in front of 
another sell-out crowd at The Kia Oval, keeps Surrey 
in contention for a quarter-final place. 

Jason Roy was outstanding, powering his way to 
122 not out with 14 boundaries - six maximum 
hits - off 65 balls as Surrey won by 38 runs. 

It sets it up very nicely for tonight’s (Thursday, 
6.15pm) vital showdown with local rivals Middlesex 
at Ford’s, where Surrey need to win to keep their 
slender hopes of making it to finals day alive. 

Roy formed a new opening partnership with 
Kumar Sangakkara, the combination putting on 84 
runs before the Sri Lankan legend was stumped by 
Luke Ronchi off leg spinner Max Waller for 31. 

Rory Bums also deserves credit as the other not out 
batsman with a fine 46. 

Roy’s century was only the second ever scored in 
Surrey’s T20 history, beating the previous best he’d 
set. His 122 haul in Surrey’s total of 208-1 was the 
highest by any Englishman in this season’s T20 
competition. 

After tonight’s short hop to Ford’s, Surrey will be 
in T20 action again just 24 hours later when they 
host Sussex (6.30pm) in their final southern group 
fixture. 

Surrey’s latest T20 win followed their six-wicket 
success in the LV= Championship at home against 
Kent, which left them placed second behind 
Lancashire in the Division Two table. Sangakkara 
struck 110 mns in his side’s 311 all out, in reply to 
Kent’s 336. 

After Kent were bowled out for just 99 in 41.1 in 
their second innings, Surrey had no difficulty 
amassing 126 for the loss of four wickets to win the 
game in 38.1 overs. 

■ NEITHER Middlesex nor Somerset could force 
victory after a topsy-turvy 40-over run chase in 
the Championship at Merchant Taylor’s, 
Northwood. 

Hoping to achieve a positive result, home captain 
James Franklin opted to declare, setting Somerset 
219 to win. 

The away side looked well set at 99-2 but the loss 
of five wickets for 48 meant they could only muster 
147-7. 

The draw means Middlesex remain second in 
Division One, 14 points adrift of leaders Yorkshire. 

Middlesex remain firmly rooted to the bottom of 
their T20 group after last Friday’s four-wicket defeat 
by Essex at Chelmsford. The visitors lost their first 
wicket, Dawid Malan, with just one run on the board 


County 
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Surrey still 
have T20 hope 



■ KUMAR Sangakkara hit 110 for Surrey. 
Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


and it was left to Nick Gubbins (46) to ease 
Middlesex to an inadequate 150-5 from their 20 
overs. 

Although, on paper, Middlesex have nothing left to 
play for in the T20 this summer, they will be 
desperately keen to end Surrey’s hopes of reaching 
the quarter-finals when these two old rivals meet at 
Lord’s tonight. Middlesex will then complete their 
T20 fixtures at Somerset tomorrow (Friday, 6.30pm). 

■ THIS Sunday sees both of our county sides 
commence their Royal London-sponsored One 
Day Cup campaign. 

Middlesex entertain Warwickshire at Lord's 
(10.30am) in the 50-over competition, followed by a 
visit to Blackpool to face Lancashire next 
Wednesday (10.30am). 

Surrey start with a trip to Leicester (Sunday, 
10.30am) before hosting Northamptonshire at The 
Kia Oval on Monday (2.00pm). 



■ CHELSEA - From 
page 28 

“It doesn’t upset me. 
I’m happy with the way 
that we are doing 
things, happy with the 
challenge of fighting 
against this power. 

“I told the players that 
we are the same team 
and the others are not 
the same team. I cannot 
stop opponents to make 
an assault to the banks 
and spend millions and 
millions. I cannot stop 
that. I cannot stop the 
others from having a 
feeling that they are 
playing against the 
champions. 

“The others are 
spending. The others 
are buying a lot to try to 
be better than us and the 
fact that we are the 
same - we are changing 
a goalkeeper for another 
one, a striker for 
another one.” 

He is referring to 
Asmir Begovic being 
brought in to succeed 
Petr Cech, and Didier 
Drogba being replaced 
by Radamel Falcao, 
albeit on loan. 


Chelsea never 
intended to be major 
players in the transfer 
market this summer. 
They did their major 
business last year and 
reaped the dividends 
with a Premier League 
title to go with their 
Capital One Cup 
victory. 

Challenge 

But Mourinho has 
sent out a challenge to 
his stars that last season 
was one thing, next 
season must be better. 

“It’s a big challenge,” 
he explained. 

“To be better with the 
same people, the 
players have to be better 
individually than they 
were last year. So when 
they think: ‘Oh, last 
season I did great’, this 
season it is not 
enough,” he added. 

“John Terry had a 
great season. This 
season it is not enough. 
He must be better. Cesc 
Fabregas, I don’t know 
how many assists last 
year. Fantastic. It’s not 


enough. Because the 
others are going to 
improve with the 
players they are 
bringing in and we have 
to improve by ourselves 
with our work.” 

Mourinho’s comments 
are not a reaction to the 
current mega-spending 
by the two Manchester 
clubs. He stated at the 
end of last season that 
his players have to be 
better. 

He cited Oscar in 
those comments, saying 
that he has to show the 
same incremental 
improvement in 
performances that Eden 
Hazard did. 

For his part, Oscar has 
spoken out about the 
speculation that he 
could exit Stamford 
Bridge for Juventus in 
Italy. 

He is reported to have 
said: “No. I know there 
has been a lot of talk 
about Juventus, but I 
am very, very happy at 
Chelsea. 

“Last year I signed a 
new contract and I want 
to stay a long time at 


Chelsea. I have never 
been unsettled by what 
was being said. 

“I missed the end of 
last season but now I 
am over the injury and 
back to full fitness. 

“I have been able to 
make the start of pre¬ 
season and prepare for 
the season. I haven't 
been able to have a pre¬ 
season for the past five 
years, because I have 
had to play so many 
games in the summer, 
so this pre-season for 
me is very important. 

“Most players don't 
like to get injured but it 
did force me to have a 
rest. This is important. 

It meant I had to miss 
the Copa America but 
sometimes this happens 
in football and now I 
am fit and feeling 
fresh.” 

Chelsea’s first pre¬ 
season match on their 
USA tour takes place 
tonight (Thursday), 
when they travel to 
New York to take on 
MLS side New York 
Red Bulls. 

Paul Lagan 
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Zouma figures 



in Stones bid 


his way to Crystal Palace Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


This week at 
STAMFORD BRIDGE 



K URT Zouma is earmarked for a 
season-long loan to Crystal 
Palace but only if Premier League 
champions Chelsea can land Everton 
centre-back John Stones. 

The French centre-back, 20, who signed from Saint- 
Etienne in January 2014 for £12.5m, made 17 
appearances for Chelsea last term, scoring twice. 

However, many of his most impressive displays were 
as a central midfield destroyer, most notably when he 
easily shackled Spurs’ hit-man Harry Kane in the 
Capital One Cup final at Wembley, where Blues ran 
out comfortable 2-0 winners. 

It was intended that last season would be his period 
of acclimatisation but Gary Cahill’s dip in form forced 
Jose Mourinho to pitch the youngster into the first 
team arena earlier than anticipated. 

With Cahill almost back to his best, Mourinho is 
keen to revert to his original plan - by sending Zouma 
out on loan to a mid-ranking Premier League side 
where he can toughen up and play regularly. 

Crystal Palace are eagerly awaiting the outcome of 


• By LWN reporter Paul Lagan 
sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

the increasingly fraught transfer battle for Stones, who, 
at 21 and with four senior England caps under his belt, 
is seen as a long-term replacement for John Terry. 

He made 23 League appearances last season and has 
four years to go on his Goodison Park deal. 

LWN Sport exclusively revealed Chelsea’s interest 
in the West Yorkshireman weeks ago but now Chelsea 
has gone public and Everton are fuming. 

Bid refused 

The west Londoners lodged a £20m bid for Stones 
two weeks ago. That was refused and Everton made it 
clear they did not welcome a further offer. 

But Chelsea, currently based in Montreal ahead of 
pre-season matches in the USA, have decided that 
doing the deal discreetly, their preferred option, was 
not going to reap any benefit and decided to speak 
publicly about Stones. 


■ KURT Zouma could be on 


It will cost Chelsea 
£30m to wrest Stones 
away from Goodison 
Park. The theory behind 
going public is that it will 
unsettle the former 
Barnsley star, who cost the 
Toffeemen £3m in January 
2013. 

Mourinho said: “We made a bid because we like the 
player. 

“When the transfer window is open, every club and 
player is open to bids. 

“Bids come for our players and we make bids for 
other players. The process can be so simple. 

“I would advise Roberto Martinez to do the same 
thing I do. If I don’t want to accept any offer, I say: 
‘I don't accept any offer’. He can make it very, very 
easy for himself. 

“At the moment Everton say: ‘We don’t accept this 
bid’. They don’t say: ‘We don’t accept any bid.’ 

“While they say: ‘We don’t accept this bid’, until the 
transfer window closes, we can improve it. £1 more, 
£10 more, we can improve the bid. It is an open market 
until September 1. 

“If one day Roberto, or the chairman, come and say: 
‘He’s not for sale, we don’t accept any bid’, it’s game 


over. So during this process, it’s clear. 

“We don’t deny we made a bid for Stones. It means 
we are trying to buy.” 

An angry Martinez countered: “Another football 
club is making such a statement so openly and I don’t 
think that is the way we would do it at Everton. We 
wouldn’t speak about a player that is at another club. 

“But there is no issue from our point of view. John 
Stones is an Everton player, full stop. 

“We are not a selling club in that respect. There is 
nothing to speak to John about. I always speak with 
the players but there is nothing to comment about.” 

Mourinho knows that time is ticking on the 
extraordinary career of his skipper John Terry and 
Stones provides the club with a 10-year option, while 
Terry remains in SW6 on a year-by-year basis. 

Mourinho explained his rationale and transfer 
strategy and it’s as pragmatic as ever. 

“We have three central defenders plus Branislav 
Ivanovic, so that is four. We have two who are more 
than 30-years-old. We would like to have two under 
the age of 25, which would give us the next 10 years. 
But as you can imagine, it’s not something urgent, it 
is not something we are desperate for. 

“I think five or 10 years ago, every Chelsea supporter 
would say: ‘I can’t see Chelsea winning a title without 
Frank Lampard’. But Chelsea won the title without 
one of its three best players of the last 10 years. 

“No-one is irreplaceable. Difficult to replace, yes. To 
replace one by one is very difficult. To replace by good 
time, a good structure, a good dynamic, good options, 
it’s possible. 

“One day when John stops, and I don’t think it will 
be next season, we have created already a situation for 
him to be replaced. I always think in this direction.” 

He went on: “If I go for somebody, it’s because I lose 
somebody. Or it’s because somebody wants to leave 
and because somebody brings the perfect offer for 
Chelsea to accept. 

Market inflated 

“I think the market is inflated. I only have to look at 
what is happening in my own country. Portugal is a 
country in trouble generally, socially, politically, 
economically. It’s a country where people are suffering 
a lot, there have been a lot of cuts, old people have 
trouble with their pensions, tax is higher, salaries, jobs, 
everything. 

“This season Porto paid €20m for Giannelli Imbula 
and they give Iker Casillas an amazing salary. Sporting 
Lisbon are paying millions for coaches and players. 
Football breaks every situation. 

“This season we are saying: ‘Oh, look at this amount 
(£49m) for Raheem Sterling’ but it will be worse next 
season. Next season someone will pay £60m. Football 
is like this. One season is financial fair play, the next 
is a way to dribble through the financial fair play. 

■ CONTINUED PAGE 27 



Focus on Craven Cottage 


By TONY MCDONALD 


City gamble on Fulham kid 


F ULHAM simply could not 
prevent their highly-rated 
teenager Patrick Roberts 
from joining Manchester City for 
an undisclosed fee - a deal that 
could reportedly eventually rise 
to £11m. 

The 18-year-old right-winger, 
from Kingston-upon-Thames, has 
long been on the radar of 
England's top clubs but finally 
made the move to the Etihad 
Stadium on Sunday after a summer 
of intense speculation. 

Signed from AFC Wimbledon at 
the age of 13, the England U19 
international made his debut for 
the Cottagers as a 55th-minute 
substitute at Manchester City in 
March of last year but made only 
22 first team appearances for 
Whites. 

Despite making an impact off the 
bench at Ipswich in Fulham's first 
game back in the Championship, 
Roberts found opportunities 


limited under both former 
manager Felix Magath and Kit 
Symons. 

In total, he played only 356 
minutes, spanning 17 games, 
throughout last season and 
completed a full match just once. 
Fie leaves having never scored a 
first team goal for Fulham. 

Caught the eye 

It was his performances for 
Fulham as a youth and for England 
at international level that caught 
the eye of Man City. Roberts has 
turned out for England's U19s on 
five occasions, netting four times. 

Collectively, he has made 24 
appearances for the Young Lions at 
U16, U17, U18 and U19 levels. 

Roberts has featured on many FA 
highlight reel videos, with his 
tricky footwork and clinical 
finishing making him a stand-out 
performer for the national team. 

Fulham's U18s were one of the 


most prolific teams among the 
Premier League youth ranks in 
recent years - and Roberts played 
a key role in their success. The 
starlet featured in Whites'U18 
Premier League title successes of 
2011-12 and 2012-13. 

Not only does he feature down 
the flanks, he likes to drift inside 
and is talented enough to play 
behind the striker in a playmaking 
role as well. 

Roberts had only a year left on 
his contract at Craven Cottage but 
handed in a transfer request on 
Saturday. By instigating his own 
departure, there was no way 
Fulham had a hope of keeping him 
in west London with the Premier 
League's biggest predators circling 
like vultures. 

On the eve of Roberts' move, 
Symons explained the difficulty all 
vulnerable clubs such as Fulham 
have in trying to retain their best 
prospects when much bigger clubs 


covet them: "It's very difficult," said 
Symons. "We want to keep all our 
best players and build for the 
future but there comes a point 
where that becomes very difficult 
and you have to do what's right for 
the football club. 

Committed 

"It's a shame to lose one of our 
bright young talents but I need to 
have people that are committed 
and want to play for the football 
club. 

"I sat down with Pat and his 
parents and told them how much 
we value him and want him at the 
club. But they'd made their minds 
up and it then becomes quite 
difficult. We did all we could to 
keep him but good luck to him if 
this is what's going to happen. 
We'll move on, this is a big club 
with a lot of good players here." 
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